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Editorial Comment 





Setback at Little Rock 


Is is an unfortunate moment for the reversal 

in Little Rock. Neither on the domestic 
scene nor internationally can the United States 
afford a setback in our precarious progress in 
the sensitive area of Negro civil rights. Judge 
Lemley who, we are assured, is a true Southerner 
who deeply loves the South has done his coun- 
try—perhaps even that sector of it to which 
he is most attached—an ill service. Judge Lem- 
ley’s decision interrupts integration in the pub- 
lic schools of Little Rock for at least two and 
ahalf years. A directive of the Supreme Court 
has been suspended by a United States District 
Judge. 

What is to be gained by this suspension? Judge 
Lemley, in announcing his decision, claimed 
that the public interest required an ameliora- 
tion of “the unfortunate racial strife which 
existed in Little Rock during the past year 
and still exists.” Will a postponement of over 
two years result in such amelioration? That is 
hardly likely. The Judge’s decision has been 
hailed by Governor Faubus who is largely res- 
ponsible for precipitating the violence in the 
Arkansas town. Fanatical racists will rejoice 
with him. But interruption in the admittedly 
dificult task of integration will not make the 
process easier or simpler two years hence— 
assuming that the decision is not reversed on 
appeal. On the contrary, whatever steps for- 
ward may have been taken will have to be re- 
traced. The wounds will fester, not heal, in 
the interim. And those who have flouted the 
law of the land will have learned the dangerous 
lesson that violence pays. What about the nine 
Negro boys and girls who have heroically en- 
dured insult and physical danger throughout 
this school year? Few demonstrations of courage 
have been more impressive than the resolution 
of these young people in their daily martyrdom. 


THERE has been much excitement about the 

United States Pavilion at the Brussels Fair. 
Among the complaints loudly voiced was that 
it fails to do justice to the American way 
in portraying the status of the American Negro 
and his struggle for equality. 

Whether the Pavilion merits the attacks of 
its accusers or the praise of its defenders, one 
thing is certain: there is little point in raising 
charges of indiscretion. No exhibit at Brussels 
will enjoy the wide publicity given to Judge 


Lemley’s unfortunate decision. Millions in 
Africa and Asia who will never travel to the 
World Fair, have already learned that the at- 
tendance of nine Negro pupils at an American 
high school has created uncontrollable public 
strife in the world’s proudest democracy. 


After the Convention 
bin thirty-first national convention of the 

Labor Zionist Organization of America- 
Poale Zion, held in Chicago last month, reflected 
the radical changes Jewish life has undergone 
in recent years. Founded as an organization of 
working-class immigrants from Eastern Europe 
more than half a century ago, the LZO now 
has a membership made up for the most part 
of native-born Jews, largely of a lower middle- 
class complexion. While it still has a sizable 
proportion of industrial workers, the organi- 
zation has registered its most impressive gains 
in recent years among the younger Jewish pro- 
fessional and white collar workers and has made 
considerable progress among the Jewish intel- 
lectuals. This shift in its membership base con- 
fronts the LZO with the task of revising its 
program and restating its fundamental prin- 
ciples. 

The emergence of a third Jewish generation 
in America coincides with the coming into 
being of the State of Israel. This, following 
the Nazi holocaust and the pulverization of 
the Jewish communities in the Soviet zone, has 
produced a new Jewish reality. The effects 
of this new reality upon Jewish life, the issues 
it creates, and the tasks it places before Ameri- 
can Jews define the frame of reference in which 
Zionism in general and Labor Zionism in par- 
ticular will from now on have to function. 

The Convention in Chicago, celebrating the 
tenth anniversary of Israel’s independence, dealt 
with these vital problems. In addition, it ac- 
cepted the responsibility of fitting the Labor 
Zionist social philosophy and orientation into 
a world picture which is as different from the 
conditions that gave birth to the Labor Zionist 
program fifty years ago as the current Jewish 
situation is from the global Jewish life exist- 
ing at the turn of the century. The decisions 
made by the Convention and the resolutions 
adopted—these will be found in the present 
issue—show that the delegates approached their 
task seriously and boldly. If they have not 
found all the answers, they have at least suc- 
ceeded in placing the questions in proper 
perspective. 








Crisis in 


JEWISH FRONTiR 


Lebanon 


(A Letter from Israel) 


by Benjamin Eliav 


B* THE time this letter reaches my readers 

the present stage in the Lebanese crisis will 
doubtlessly be long past. But it should not be 
assumed that it will be the last. For Lebanon’s 
problems may be compared to an onion. Even 
if the outer skin appears to be firm, it is no 
proof that everything is well inside. 

On the face of it, the Lebanese crisis revolved 
around the axis that now divides the whole 
Arab world—the United Arab Republic versus 
the Hashemite Arab Union; Nasser versus his 
suppressed and underground rightist opposition; 
the Syrian Ba’ath Party versus its opponents 
in the circles of estate-holders and rich mer- 
chants in Beirut and Aleppo; and, on the other 
hand, Hussein versus the Palestinians; Nuri 
Said versus the young “intelligentzia” in Bag- 
dad; Saud versus Feisal; etc. It is difficult to 
really define the two camps. However, it is 
possible to describe the one as “rightist” or 
“conservative” and the other as “leftist” or 
“revolutionary.” For in fact there is here a 
struggle between two types of government—on 
the one hand the old and traditional, and on the 
other the young and innovating. The old tends 
to be more patriarchal and feudal, even if ap- 
parently it maintains democratic and _parlia- 
mentary forms of government; the young— 
totalitarian (oscillating between fascism and 
communism), although it sports “socialistic” 
slogans. 

From the sociological point of view, there 
is here possibly just a struggle between two 
groups for the government: between those 
who hold the economic power and on whom 
the old colonial and foreign governments have 
relied, and the young “intelligentzia” who are 
in league with the Arab commanders who owe 
their power to force of arms and not to owner- 
ship of land or to influence in trade and in- 
dustry. The ideology of both is identical in 
several respects, namely, xenophobia, Arab uni- 
ty, Islam. But, whereas the conservatives pay 
only lip-service to the first two principles, with 
the leftists these are alpha and omega of their 
slogans. Whereas the religious, Moslem basis of 
their ideology has served the conservatives only 


Benjamin Eliav, the well-known journalist and radio 
news-analyst, is the regular Israeli correspondent of the 
Jewish Frontier. 


as a tool to be used when need arises, for the 
leftists it is the constant fuel for their dema. 
goguery—vital and without which there would 
be no movement, although invisible and only 
its odor to be sensed from afar. 


And it is here that the root of the special 
problem of Lebanon lies. For Lebanon has no 
reason for its existence as a sovereign state ex- 
cept for its religious uniqueness. Nearly a 
hundred years ago, when the Turkish sultan 
was forced to agree to Christian autonomy 
in Lebanon and to Western protection for that 
part of his world, the concept of an “Arab 
nation” in the modern sense was not yet in 
existence. The word “Arab” then meant 
“Beduin”—an Arab of the desert. The other 
Arab-speaking peoples were then in the habit 
of defining themselves according to their mem- 
bership in religious communities and according 
to the legal norms of the Ottoman Empire. 
Such membership gave minorities a legal status 


on a par with that of the national minorities) 


in Eastern and Central Europe. The Christian- 
Western protection of Lebanon ended with 
World War II when the French were forced 
by the Lebanese-Arab nationalist movement— 
not without British assistance—to give up theit 
mandated territories in the Levant. Since then, 
however, the Sunnite Moslems both in Leba- 
non and in Syria have generally respected 
the tradition of Christian independence which 
lies at the foundation of the very existence of 
this mountainous-maritime republic. (I stress 
the Sunnite Moslems for the Shi’ites who in- 
habit the South of Lebanon and who are no 
fewer in number than the Sunnites, are ad- 
herents neither of pan-Arab nationalism not 
of Moslem fanaticism. This is evidenced by 
Persia—a Shi’ite power. The relative internd 
stability of Iraq is also, in some measure, due 
to the fact that its peasants are for the most 
part Shi'ites and not Sunnites.) 


From THE point of view of the Lebanes 

Christians, particularly from that of the 
largest Christian community in Lebanon—the 
Maronites, no great importance attaches to 
the external aspects of the latest dispute— 
pro-American or a pro-Soviet or a pro-Nassef 
or a pro-Hashemite orientation—but rather 
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to the “heart of the onion:” to the permanent 
problem that has left its mark on the political 
as well as on the cultural climate of this region 
for upwards of one hundred years. The real 
question for them is: will the Moslem majority 
of Syria and Lebanon allow the Christians to live 
not merely as a tolerated minority but as an 
independent community free to mold its own 
way of life? 

It is around this that the dispute revolves. 
Hence, its importance for the Arab nationalist 
movement and ultimately also for the Middle 
East. 

In theory, the Arab nationalist movement 
claims that it does not differentiate between 
Islam and Christianity (and even Judaism). 
Everyone knows, however, that in fact this is 
not so and that the energy that drives it is 
fundamentally religious—and Moslem. The 
Arabic-speaking Christians know this only too 
well, but they appear to be oblivious of it, like 
the assimilationist Jews in pre-Hitler Germany 
who were German nationalists and closed their 
eyes to the basic anti-Semitism of the German 
nationalists. Indeed, there is a striking similarity 
between the mentality of an assimilated or semi- 
assimilated Jewish community and that of the 
Lebanese Christians. It is essentially schizo- 
phrenic and its deepest motivation lies in the 
urge for continued physical existence and for 
the security of the individual himself and of 
the community as a whole. But the community 
is between two opposing forces and is not in a 
position to determine which lends it the greater 
security: complete assimilation of every indi- 
vidual by the majority, or, on the contrary, the 
stress on the communal peculiarity which trans- 
forms its individuals into a clearly defined group 
entitled to certain communal privileges. It 
would appear that this oscillation between these 
two poles also troubles the Christians in Lebanon. 
They all describe themselves now as “Arabs” 
and in practice carry out the precepts of “Arab 
unity” such as affiliation with the Arab League 
and the non-recognition and boycott of Israel. 
But, whereas the majority is of opinion that 
within the Arab world it must stress its com- 
munal peculiarity, there is always a minority— 
and it is not a negligible minority—that fears 
that this stress and this insistence on communal 
and group rights may react unfavorably upon 
their Sunnite-Moslem neighbors. It is this 
minority (not unlike assimilated Jews) who 
are generally more extreme and more bigoted 
than the Moslems themselves. 

The relative strength of these two trends is 
ultimately dependent on the contending forces 
in this region and on the relations of the region 
With international powers. The more it appears 
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that the Moslem pan-Arab movement is spread- 
ing the greater the fear among the Lebanese 
Christians as well as the tendency to attain se- 
curity through external assimilation and to be 
more Arab than the “true Arabs” themselves. 
When, however, they sense that the pan-Arab 
movement is being curbed, the tendency is to 
insist on the special situation in Lebanon. Thus, 
the very existence of Israel, for example, is— 
indirectly—an encouraging factor. They also 
seem to have been encouraged when the United 
States announced the Eisenhower Doctrine. It 
was no mere coincidence that Lebanon was the 
first state in the Middle East to rally behind the 
Doctrine, even without deleting the paragraph 
about “international Communism” as Israel did. 
From the Lebanese-Christian point of view the 
Doctrine was a sort of historical continuation 
of the French Protectorate and in a most de- 
sirable form—without colonial government and 
without interference in internal affairs. 


THE Egyptian-Syrian Union upset the slender 

balance in Lebanon’s position, and the un- 
equivocal stand of Moscow behind Nasser and 
the United Arab Republic added to the fear of 
the Lebanese Christians. Small wonder, there- 
fore, that the express anti-assimilationist policy 
of Chamoun and Malik began meeting opposi- 
tion, even among their own community; so 
much so that even the Maronite Patriarch began 
dissociating himself from them. Hence the 
strange picture during recent disturbances when 
certain Christian, even Maronite, circles went 
a long way with the Egyptian-Syrian line of 
policy and even joined the armed opposition 
against the Government. Hence, also, the great 
importance for the residents of Lebanon of every 
word of encouragement from the West and 
every implied promise by the Western Powers 
to come to the aid of the Government in sup- 
pressing the revolt. For the stronger the feeling 
that the scales will once more be balanced and 
that the Syrian pressure which enjoys Egyptian 
and Soviet support will meet with the opposition 
of the mighty Christian powers, the greater will 
be the number of “assimilationists” who will 
repent and return to the standpoint of Lebanon’s 
uniqueness, even though they do not personally 
hold either Chamoun or Malik in esteem. 


It is superfluous to dwell at length on the 
importance of this struggle from the Israeli 
standpoint. If the pro-United-Arab-Republic 
foundations were to be strengthened in Lebanon 
that country would speedily disappear from the 
map and be swallowed up by the Republic—in 
other words by Syria. From the security point 
of view this would entail a certain worsening 
of the situation for Israel, for the Israel-Lebanese 








6 


frontier has always been the most tranquil of 
its borders, and the few instances of infiltration 
or attack that came from across that frontier 
were generally perpetrated by Syrian agents 
who infiltrated into Lebanon expressly for this 
purpose. But it is not the technical security 
aspect that is of so much importance in this case. 
So long as Lebanon exists as it is there are better 
prospects of the Arab nationalist movement 
emerging from its Moslem-xenophobic impasse 
to the position reached during initial stages by 
the nationalist movements of the West in the 
19th and 20th centuries: namely, to the concept 
that every historical and cultural group is en- 
titled to a maximum measure of freedom and 
independence, regardless of religion and race. 
For only when the Arab movement rises to this 
plane will it be in a position to acquiesce in the 
existence of Israel. 


Lebanon—unconsciously perhaps—is strug- 
gling for the future form of Arab nationalism, 
for the principle of toleration and the brother- 
hood of nations against bigotry and genocidal 
xenophobia. That is why the feeling has gained 
currency in Israel that in Tripoli and in the 
market-places of Beirut there is being waged, 
indirectly, also her own war, although for ob- 
vious reasons Israel can do nothing to assist one 
side against the other. 


Bur art the dramatic events affecting Israel 

directly or indirectly, such as Nasser’s visit 
to Moscow, the disturbances in Lebanon, the 
events in France and Algiers, have been unable 
to divert attention from the internal realignment 
that now marks public life in Israel. 


The “New Deal” in the labor economy which 
I touched upon in my last letter was the prin- 
cipal axis on which revolved the second session 
of the Mapai Congress, which closed in Tel Aviv 
some days ago. The new policy was approved 
by an overwhelming majority, although there 
were important voices—and not only on the 
part of the directors of such large concerns as 
Solel Boneh and Tnuva—that expressed fears 
and even opposition on principle. But it was 
realized that the system of centralization which 
was justified in the time of the Mandate has no 
justification in the State of Israel. Indeed, the 
Histadruth and the labor economy were—even 
more than the World Zionist Organization—“‘A 
State in the Making” down to May, 1948. Now 
that the State is firmly established, their tasks 
must change. They are no longer called upon 
to serve as a national bulwark against the author- 
ities but rather as a network of socialist enter- 
prise facing the free competition of, or main- 
taining agreed and coordinated relations with, 
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private enterprises. In so far as they maintain 
monopolist services for the public good, such 
as, for example, the transport cooperatives, they 
must submit to Government (or municipal) 
supervision to the extent of partial nationaliza. 
tion or full municipalization. The majority of 
the delegates to the Congress realized that this 
meant an advancement towards democratic 9. 
cialism from the existing condition of giant en- 
terprises constituting a sort of imperium ip 
im perio. 


At this Congress one session was devoted to 
the problems of the Diaspora. A particularly 
vivid impression was left by a brief address by 
Murray Weingarten, a young American from 
Kibbutz Gesher Haziv, who succeeded in clari- 
fying the fundamental differences between the 
“American Diaspora” and the galuth of Eastern 
Europe before World War II. According to 
Weingarten, the Jews of Eastern Europe did not 
believe that a “good galuth” was possible. The 
Jewish-American Diaspora not only negates this 
but also the historical pattern that lies at the 
foundation of the Zionist conception—if we are 
to regard Zionism as “‘a Messianic idea in modern 
form.” The most important part of Wein- 
garten’s address, however, lay in his practical 
conclusion. Since he believes in aliyah from { 
America only through attraction to Israel and 
not by any urging from America, he proposed 
the creation of direct contacts between Israeli 
youth and the Jewish youth of America. In} 
this conclusion—although not in all that Wein- 
garten said—he was wholeheartedly supported 
by Ben Gurion. Ben Gurion, it will be recalled, 
denies the raison d’étre of organized Zionism 
in the Diaspora which does not transcend the 
limits of “support for Israel”—to which the 
overwhelming majority of the Jewish people, 
even beyond the Zionist camp, subscribe. Direct 
contact between halutzic youth in Israel and 
youth in the Diaspora groping its way towards 
Jewish completeness appears as a new path for | 
Zionism that may possibly lead to forms more | 
suitable for present conditions than the Zionist | 
organizations that have come down from the 
pre-State days. Furthermore, unless such con- | 
tacts are established—and it were better if they i 
were maintained in Israel and not through | 
“emissaries” going out to America—a gulf might 
easily divide the generations here and there, for | 
neither will have the spiritual and sentimental | 
roots in East European Jewry that their parents [ 
have. 





Does this not call for the organization of ? 
shnat sherut or pilgrimage on a scale that would 
ensure direct contacts between the Jewish youth 
here and abroad? 
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Diaspora and Zion 


by Salo W. Baron 


W: aL feel that both the Zionist Movement 
Vand Jewish life generally are passing through 
a great crisis. This crisis calls for essentially new 
solutions, solutions not previously offered either 
by Zionist literature or by the Zionist Movement 
or yet by life itself—for the situation is a new 
one and so the solutions must be new ones. 

I shall therefore begin by saying that, as far as 
can be foreseen, the Jewish Diaspora is a per- 
manent feature, destined to last for generations. 
[am not saying that it is eternal—no one can 
make predictions as to eternity—but we are go- 
ing to have a Diaspora for many generations to 
come. Likewise, I feel certain that the State of 
Israel is a permanent feature, and so there will be 
a dialogue between the State of Israel and the 
Diaspora, such as there has always been. 

To put the matter paradoxically, let us as- 
sume, for the sake of argument, that all Diaspora 
Jews decide unanimously (just imagine Jews 
deciding unanimously on anything, but let us as- 
sume that they do this time) to vanish out of 
existence, to liquidate Diaspora Jewry, except 
for those intending to emigrate to Israel. And 


_ et us assume even more paradoxically that in 


order to implement their decision they resolve to 
adopt the ruling religion, to become Catholics in 
Catholic countries, Protestants in Protestant 
countries, Moslems in Moslem countries, etc. If 
an individual does so, it is possible for him to be 
absorbed in the majority. It is somewhat more 
difficult today than it was in the Middle Ages 
or in the earlier part of the modern period, when 
aman became a Christian with no questions 
asked. Today there is hesitancy even after the 
man has become a convert. But it is nevertheless 


| still possible for his descendants to become mem- 


bers of the majority group. However, if all Jews 
chose conversion simultaneously, what would 
happen, according to all historical experience, 
is that we should before long witness the em- 
ergence of new communities, a Hebrew-Catholic 
Church, a Hebrew-Protestant Church and even 
a Hebrew-Moslem community. That is to say: 
there would be the same separate groups, the 


same minorities in all countries, but with this 


difference that Jewish tradition, the Messianic 
idea, Jewish religion—the very elements that jus- 
tify the existence of this minority—would have 
— 

This is part of an address delivered in Hebrew by the 
great historian, Dr. Salo W. Baron, at the Ideological 
Conference in Jerusalem last summer. 


vanished from the world. However, even with- 
out them the Jews would continue to form a 
separate group. This process occurred in Visigoth 
and Almohad Spain, with the Maranos in Spain 
and Italy, the Dénmeh, and the Sabbathaians. 
Whenever Jews changed their religion as a 
group, they were not absorbed into the host 
nation. 

We have heard here of Jewish assimilation, 
cataclysmic assimilation or anonymous assimila- 
tion or whatever else you wish to call it. 
But though it is widespread, it will not mean 
complete disappearance. The Jews will remain. 
Lez us start from this premise. Jews will remain 
in their various Diaspora countries for many gen- 
erations. True, Diaspora communities may be 
lost through extermination, such as occurred in 
the great holocaust. No sane person will deny 
such a possibility. Thirty years ago, the idea of 
anything like the European holocaust would 
have seemed fantastic. And yet it happened on 
a much larger scale than ever before. 


From the days of Pinsker and Herzl to our 

own days, anti-Semitism has been a main fac- 
tor of Zionist propaganda. We always stressed 
that because of anti-Semitism there was no 
hope for Jewry in the Diaspora and that a Jew- 
ish State, therefore, was the only solution. 
Even today there are people who believe that 
by this threat it is possible to induce Jewish 
youth from the United States of America, 
Canada, or South Africa to come to Israel en 
masse. This belief is mistaken. That threat is not 
capable of influencing many people—perhaps 
a few. Nuclear war constitutes a much more 
immediate threat. Thousands of people fear 
that such war may break out in the near future. 
There have been times of international tension 
in recent years, when war seemed imminent. 
And, nevertheless, have people in their thousands 
left New York, Washington, London, or any 
other city threatened by atomic war and gone 
to settle in smaller places? 

This means that if we speak of mass emigra- 
tion we must accept the historical truth that 
mass emigration is almost always the result of 
pressure, usually economic, or both political and 
economic. One does not have to be a Marxist in 
order to know that in such matters the eco- 
nomic factor is the strongest, while political 
pressure also plays an important part. This is 
illustrated by the Bedouin tribes of antiquity. 
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When there was a famine in the country, they 
migrated elsewhere; people have migrated at all 
times under economic pressure. Even in our 
Zicnist Movement, most of those emigrating to 
Palestine came from Russia under pressure from 
the Czars, from Poland under the pressure of 
the Grabski regime, from Germany and other 
countries under the overwhelming pressure of 
Hitler, and people are coming at this hour 
from Arab countries under pressure from the 
Arab governments. In all these cases there have 
been both political and economic pressure. Of 
course, there have always been notable excep- 
tions; there have always been pioneers, both in 
Israel and elsewhere, who emigrated for idealistic 
reasons, in quest of spiritual values. And I hope 
there will be many thousands both in this and in 
coming generations who will come to Israel in 
order to find spiritual satisfaction; but to hope 
that this will be a mass emigration, an emigra- 
tion of millions—two million, as Ben Gurion 
said—is contrary to all past experience not only 
of the Jewish people, but of all peoples. 


The Zionist Movement should abandon the 
view that anti-Semitism is the main motive for 
a Jewish exodus. This threat has lost much of 
its force under the impact of everyday life— 
whether in the U.S.A. or in other countries that 
I know, at any rate in the free countries. 


Let me mention a personal experience. I 
came to the U.S.A. thirty-two years ago. I live 
in a small community in Connecticut with 
very few Jews. When my daughters went to 
school, they were the first Jewish children there 
in twenty years. I have been living for twenty- 
two years in a completely Christian locality, 
which moreover lies in an area considered anti- 
Semitic. Nevertheless, I have told my friends 
that if I were asked to testify before a Senate in- 
vestigation committee, not from hearsay but 
from personal experience, as to what had hap- 
pened to me and the members of my family 
during these years I would say we experienced 
no anti-Semitic incident during the whole 
twenty-two years of my residence in that locality 
nor did I during the whole of the thirty-two 
years that I have been in the United States. I 


have read about such incidents in the press and 
have heard of them from others, but I cannot 
recall a single incident of this kind as an actual 
witness, a witness who might appear in court to 
tell what he knows from his own experience. 

Not that there is no anti-Semitism in the 
U. S. A. But “hearing is not seeing”. Those 
who have not had some actual, personal encounter 
with anti-Semitism will regard it as something 
remote. There are youngsters in America who 
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may feel that they have not been admitted to; 
certain school, especially a medical school, 
because they are Jews. This is quite pg. 
sible. Others may have applied for a joj 
and not obtained it because they were Jews 
But even these people are becoming fewer, If 
under these circumstances, you come and tel 
the young that anti-Semitism is on the march, 
they will not be deeply affected psychologically 
by this information. 


It thus seems to me that Zionist propagand, 


will do well to abandon this approach and leay 
it to those organizations which concern them. 
selves mainly with the protection of Jewis 
rights—the American Jewish Committee, Amer. 
ican Jewish Congress, the Anti-Defamation 
League, etc. All the organizations which concem 
themselves specifically with these matters shoul 
do so. But Zionist propaganda has a greater task 


RESENT-DAY youth is impatient of hearin 

that all Jewish history is a tale of woe an 
nothing more. It feels that there is more ti) 
Jewish history. Perhaps there is significance in} 
the fact that Israeli youth takes a greater interes 
in the Bible than in the Middle Ages and th} 
modern period. The reason may be that lj 
descriptions of the Middle Ages and the moé- 
ern period present a sequence of tribulation 
of expulsions and persecutions, of things which 
Graetz calls the Leidensgeschichte of the Jews 
This Leidensgeschichte, he says, is the only thin 
that happened to the Jews, apart from the history 
of our sages. Such a description no longer find 
the same response as formerly in the hearts of 
youth, either in America or in England ori 
the State of Israel. 


Since my early days, I have insisted that th 
lachrymose conception of Jewish history is not} 
correct from the point of view of historic] 
truth—which is the main thing. But neither isit? 
congenial to our generation, a generation not df 





ghetto Jews, but of Jews who are free and activ) 
in various countries. i 


It seems to me that the sooner we abandot| 
this conception, the better it will be for the} 
understanding of Jewish history and for th! 
education of the present generation. There 5) 
much greatness in Jewish history, creatit) 
greatness. There was pioneering in every sens) 
in the days of the Babylonian Exile, when mat! 
Jews played an important part in the Babyla/ 
economy; and in the days of Hellenistic Egypt) 
There were pioneers in Europe and Ameriti! 
The merchants of the 19th century, the great | 
nuclear scientists of our days, all these were a0 
are pioneers, pioneers of the mind and the bod) 
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whe found new ways for themselves and for 
civilization. 

In this context, we should mention the great 
epic of our martyrs, our “saints”. When Shlomo 
bar Shimshon told of the martyrs of Mayence 
in his “Scroll”, he spoke of one thousand victims 
slain in one day, who silently suffered the fate de- 
creed by Heaven. But in regard to the holocaust 
of the Six Million, we hear chiefly of the fighters 
of the Warsaw Ghetto, rather than of those who 
suffered their fate in silence. This change has 
taken place in our generation. In fact, I have 
been told that both in Israel and in the U. S. A. 
it is difficult to find young scholars to study 
the history of the holocaust. They admit that the 
holocaust is in itself an important subject, but 
it is not one they wish to explore. It has been 
said that our great writers both in Israel and in 
the U. §. A. have not yet given us an artistic 
literary account of the holocaust, the greatest 
disaster in the whole of Jewish history. This 
seems to me a symptom of a new approach. 


In this respect, too, Zionist propaganda must 
tread new paths. Neither anti-Semitism nor 
the past and present suffering of the Jewish 
people must be stressed but the new creativeness, 
the new life that is developing in Israel. It is 
this great creativeness, indeed without parallel, 
that will captivate the hearts of youth abroad, 
and it is such creativeness that will make our 
Middle Ages and our recent past appear as 
something vital, and not herrifying. 


Tuis dialogue between the Diaspora and the 

State of Israel will last a long time. I wish 
to stress once more that this is not something 
newly arisen at this moment. It is what dis- 
tinguishes Jewish history from that of all other 
peoples. I am not going here into the question 
of the “peculiar” people, the “Thou hast chosen 
us” etc. These are religious beliefs, which one 
accepts or not, but I have no doubt whatsoever 
that the history of every great people is some- 
thing “new under the sun”. Has there ever been 
in world history anything like the history of 
the U. S. A. or the U. S. S. R. or the British 
Empire, or even like that of the French or the 
German people? Every people has its own 
peculiar history. Jewish history, too, is peculiar, 
only it is more peculiar, because it dates back 
further—3500 years or more. Its importance lay 
originally in the significance of the religion it 
engendered for a large part of mankind. It 
became still more peculiar by the fact of the 
Jewish dispersion throughout the world. 


Perhaps what is most peculiar is precisely the 
dialogue between the Land of Israel and the 
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Diaspora. I remember that in my youth several 
opponents of Zionism came to me and said: 
“You Zionists are mere dreamers. Can a colony 
be created without a mother country? If the 
English, the Dutch, the French, the Greeks, the 
Sidonites, established colonies, there was in each 
case a mother country behind them. There was 
an army, a powerful fleet, a government 
treasury behind them. You wish to reverse the 
order and have the Diaspora build itself a 
mother country. This is the opposite of what is 
normal.” I said to them: “You are right. It is 
generally true that colonies are created by a 
mother country. But in our history, in Jewish 
history, it has already happened twice that the 
Diaspora built the mother country. The Jews 
from Egypt built the First Temple, and the 
Babylonian exiles built the Second Temple. 
Why should not the exiles of the twentieth 
century build the Third Temple?” Well, this 
is what has happened. We have reversed the 
order. Why? Because from the very outset, from 
the days of our ancestor Abraham, there has 
been that relationship between the world at 
large and this country—lIsrael. 


I 4M now coming to a much graver, much 
more complicated subject, which I shall try 
to simplify as far as possible. I am coming to the 
fundamental question of our nationalism, that 
nationalism from which the Zionist Movement 
has sprung. We have to remember that world 
nationalism has undergone a great development 
during the past hundred years. Gone are the 
days of the great Messianic nationalisms of 
Fichte’s Menschheitsnation, of Mieckiewicz’s and 
Mazzini’s Messianic nationalism, that is to say, 
of a nationalism that had assigned to itself the 
task of building up a nation for the sake of 
mankind, and not a nation for its own sake. 
When the Zionist Movement first emerged at 
the end of the 19th century, it was largely 
nurtured on that Messianic nationalism. It added 
of course an ingredient of its own, something of 
the age-old traditional Messianic idea, which 
represented a combination of nationalism and 
guidance of mankind. The greatness of Zionism 
lay precisely in this universal Messianic idea. 

In the 20th century, nationalism as a whole 
deteriorated considerably. It became more ex- 
treme, until it reached its nadir in Fascism and 
Nazism, in all the totalitarian slogans of the 
national state or racial state as the be-all and 


end-all. 


I sometimes warn my Arab friends and my 
friends from the Far East, saying: See that you 
do not make your new states purely political 
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bodies, centers of political power and political 
entrenchment. Such a process is going on in 
Egypt and Syria, keeping out the human-cul- 
tural element. This is not a great renaissance 
such as took place in Germany or Italy; none 
of the great spiritual and cultural treasures that 
serve the world at large are present. 


I am not speaking against Ben-Gurion. He is 
a man on whom a heavy burden rests, the 
tremendous task of building a state today, not 
tomorrow, nor in the course of twenty years. 
To such people one cannot say: wait for 
Messianic nationalism, human nationalism. But 
these are things which we others, who stand 
somewhat apart, should always remember. Let 
us not forget that our ancestor Abraham, 
who lived a long time before Joshua the son of 
Nun, left Ur of the Chaldaeans and came to 
Eretz Israel, left Egypt and returned to Eretz 
Israci. In a sense, he symbolizes for us the com- 
bination of the greatest cultures of the ancient 
East, of Babylonia, Assyria and Egypt, of the 
cultures which made world history together with 
Eretz Israel. From that time onwards, this has 
been a basic fact. If anti-Semites speak of the 
“Gnternational Jew”, there is something in that. 
The Jews have been and are scattered all over 
the world, and they were already. scattered. in 
the days of the Second Temple, when the 
greater part of Jewry lived outside Eretz Israel. 
Evidence of dispersion may perhaps be found 
even in’ the days of the First Temple. There are 
numerous indications that some Jews remained 
in Egypt and did not go to Eretz Israel. Papyri 
of the 13th and 12th centuries show that there 
were still Hebrews in Egypt then. There were 
some there again, in Tahpanhes and Elephantine, 
even before the destruction of the First Temple. 
In the days of the Second Temple, most of the 
nation seems to. have remained abroad. One of 
the most important things I have to say con- 
cerning the period of the Second Temple is 
that, in my opinion, two-thirds of the nation 
lived abroad then. These two-thirds, except for 
those in Babylonia and later in Egypt, did not 
make Jewish history. They were content to 
let Fretz Israel make history. They were helpers, 
but not partners. They certainly made the pil- 
grimage, they paid the holy shekel to Jerusalem, 
they collected money and sent it through groups 
of emissaries to the Holy City—all this was very 
well. But they left it to the Eretz Isracli leaders 
to make fundamental decisions for them, too, 
without consultation. Of course, there were 
political conflicts even then. There was a dif- 
ference between the Diaspora and Eretz Israel 
within the Roman Empire. In the Diaspora, the 
Roman Government protected the Jewish mi- 
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nority; in Eretz Israel, it protected the Greek 
minority against the Jews. “Divide and rule” 
was the motto. The difference was so great tha 
after the destruction of the Temple Vespasian 
and Titus told delegates from Alexandria anj 
Antioch that they did not wish to deprive the 
Jews of their equality of rights on account of 
Jewish treason. In Alexandria Romans found 
the Jews convenient. They were not so con. 
venient in Eretz Israel. The position was dif. 
ferent later on, during the revolt under Trajan, 
when it was precisely the Jews of Egypt who rox 
up in arms. It is possible to imagine what would 
have happened if the Diaspora had taken a more 
immediate part in the destinies of the State of 
Israel of those days, the days of the Second 
Temple. Historical developments might: have 
been different. Of course it is not worth specu- 
lating as to what would have happened in history 
in such-and-such a hypothetical case. But the 
great tragedy of the Destruction of the Tempk 
is at least half to be ascribed to that split. The 
Sadducean leaders in Jerusalem did not pay at- 
tention to the Diaspora, and the Pharisees did 
not stress the state so much as religion. They 
felt that it was they who perceived the require. 
ments of the nation, and they who had brought 
about its birth. Let us remember these facts 
We can learn no end of a lesson from this 
historical experience. 


LAstLy, I wish to touch on one more basic 

problem, which is bound up with all thes 
matters, the problem of emancipation. If we 
speak of the assimilation of American, British ot 
French Jews, then this expression is perhaps not 
correct. Assimilation is a program, a party 
program. There was such a program in Germany? 
and in Poland. In those countries there is now 
no party demanding assimilation. But we should 
remember that assimilation, i.e., becoming a patt 
of the people in whose midst one lives, is one of 
the basic objectives of every emancipation move-| 





ment. If emancipation has any meaning, it i} 
that henceforth the Jews will not be a minority) 
but a part of the national majority itself. Since/ 
equality -of rights was proclaimed, the Jews! 
have been told: you will be both Americans and) 
Jews, British and Jews, Swiss and Jews, but firs) 
and foremost you will be a part of the majority,” 
a part of the local population. This is a great de | 
velopment, the like of which has never been i1f 
Jewish history. We should therefore not forget! 
that this has led to a great crisis in Jewish life,*| 
crisis due to new conditions, to which we are n0 | 
accustomed. I repeat that such a crisis, brought 
about by emancipation, never occurred in Jew! 
history before, neither in the days of the First 
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Fxile nor in the days of the Second Exile. In the 
days of the First Exile, the question was whether 
the Jews would be able to survive in the world 
without a state, a country, and without a 
Temple. Then Ezekiel came, and later the men 
of the Great Synod and many others, down to 
Hillel and the Pharisees, who decided that the 
Jews could live as a separate people in the midst 
of other peoples; that they could exist as a minor- 
ity, the same sort of minority, with the same 
synagogues, in all countries. All this ceased in 
the period of the emancipation. 


However, I wish to remind you that the crisis 
is only begining. True, the emancipation was 
first proclaimed by the American Revolution, 
and by the French Revolution, as early as the 
18th century, but in truth, in historical fact, it is 
not a reality even today. For it is sufficient to re- 
member that only fifty years ago, half the Jewish 
people lived under Czarist rule, with its Pobie- 
donoschevs and its Porichkieviches, certainly 
without equality of rights. Another important 
part lived in Rumania, in the Ottoman Empire. 
Perhaps two-thirds of the entire Jewish people 
did not enjoy emancipation. And as for the 
free countries, where they had formal equality 
of rights, most of the Jews who lived, say, in 
1907, in the U. S. A., Britain or France, had 
been born and bred in Russia, Rumania or the 
Ottoman Empire and were not free Jews in the 
full sense of the term. A man does not change 
overnight merely by passing from one country 
to another. He does not stop being what he is. 
Even in America, after a hundred years or more, 
the present generation is the first almost wholly 
born there. 

There is even more to be noted. After 1917/18, 
it seemed that equality of rights would come to 
the whole world. But it did not. Poland did. not 
keep her promises, Rumania did not keep her 
promises. Then the Nazi Movement arose, which 
not only did not grant equality of rights, but 
proclaimed as its object, the total destruction of 
the Jews. 

Therefore, future historians will perhaps admit 
that the emancipation of the Jews, even on 
paper, did not really begin until 1946. It is a 
very new phenomenon. World-wide emancipa- 
tion has only just begun. 


It has always been held in Zionist circles that 
there is a rift between emancipation and the 
Zionist Movement. Ahad Ha-Am spoke of 
“bondage in freedom”, and Pinsker spoke of 
“auto-emancipation”, as opposed to emancipa- 
tion, which had, as it wer2, become something 
alien, adverse to Zionism. Many fighters for 
equality of rights regarded it as their duty to 
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oppose Zionism. Now, in historical perspective, 
we can say the contrary. Emancipation and the 
national movements, including Zionism, are one. 
The modern non-“‘ghettoish” national movement 
was able to arise out of the emancipation. More 
than that. It is only through emancipation that 
a generation or generations of Jews have been 
brought up who know how to use arms and are 
familiar with industrial technology and gov- 
ernment administration. Emancipation has giv- 
en Diaspora Jewry economic plenty. Emanci- 
pation has given them political influence. With- 
out all these things the rebirth of the Jewish 
State today, in this era and in this form, would 
have been inconceivable. 


Emancipation was indeed, in a sense, a pre- 
requisite to modern nationalism and also to its 
realization in the State of Israel. But, on the 
other hand, it is precisely emancipation that has 
shown the need for a Jewish State, more than 
all the Messianic ideas did. As I said before, there 
was no very great danger to the existence of 
Judaism. The Jews existed. But in our time the 
greatest danger was and is the danger to Jewish 
unity—that the Jews may no longer be one peo- 
ple. There was a danger that there would be a 
separate Jewry in the U.S.A., another in the Eu- 
ropean countries, another in Russia. In fact, in 
the twenties, it seemed as if there already existed 
two Jewish peoples, one in Russia, Yiddish-speak- 
ing, brought up on Shalom Aleichem, without 
religion, without Zionism, without Hebrew, 
without a Messianic idea, but recognized as an 
ethnic group; and another in the West, educated 
in English or French schools, mostly not speaking 
a language of its own, not constituting a na- 
tional minority in the legal sense, but having a 
religion, having the Hebrew idea, the Zionist 
idea, the longing to return to Zion. All these 
circumstances had already created something 
like two peoples. And perhaps in the course of 
time—as I said before, the emancipation is of 
recent origin—if this situation had lasted a long 
time, different sects would have arisen in Juda- 
ism, different territorial sects, perhaps more than 
the twenty-four sects which in the opinion of 
our sages brought about the destruction of the 
Second Temple. This is the reason why it was 
particularly necessary that a modern state should 
arise, a place where it would be impossible for 
the Jews to assimilate with anyone else, where 
they were Jews, not American Jews, British Jews 
or Argentine Jews, but Jewish Jews. Such a 
place, the only such place, is Israel. 


We are face to face with a great thing, a 
great crisis. For we are no longer able to ac- 
cept the answer given for five hundred years, 
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from Ezekiel to Hillel, and which was basic for 
the existence of the Jewish people in the Diaspo- 
ra down to our own days. We now have to think 
of a new life, a life as Americans and Jews, as 
Britons and Jews, Frenchmen and Jews. This is 
something new. If this crisis finds no solution, 
then Diaspora Jewry will perhaps, in the course 
of time, vanish from the world. However, as I 
said at the outset, there is no reason to believe 
that for many generations to come the Jews 
would be able to vanish from the world even 
if they wanted to. The great majority of Dias- 
pora Jews wish to survive as Jews. What, there- 
fore, does this turning-point in Jewish history 
mean? 


I think it is one of the great tasks of the State 
of Israel, in partnership with the Diaspora, to 
find new ways in which Jews who are living in 
the free countries with equal rights as members 
of the nation, can at the same time be creative, 
fruitful as Jews. 


In my address at the World Congress for Jew- 
ish Studies I referred to American Jewry, saying 
how much pioneering there was in it, not only 
in the economic sense, not only in the spiritual 
sense, but also in the sense of communal 
achievements—new organizational achievements. 
I had in mind all those “Jewish Centers,” all 
those summer camps and even charitable institu- 
tions, all those new approaches of a free people 
which enable it to develop its institutions as it 
wishes. If it has the pioneering spirt, if it has 
the will to strengthen the community, it will 
find the way. The Jewish people in America 
has in part already found it, not only for itself, 
but also for several other Diaspora countries. 


We must make up our minds that: 


First, both the State of Israel and the Diaspora 
have come to stay for the foreseeable future; 


Second, that the dialogue between the State 
of Israel and the Diaspora will go on for a great 
many generations to come, though its form may 
vary from time to time; 


Third, that the Zionist Movement had better 
not lay so much stress on the anti-Semitic menace 
but leave this matter, as well as the practical fight 
against anti-Semitic phenomena, to other public 


bodies; 


Fourth, that it must be proclaimed incessantly 
that the Zionist Movement does not regard the 
emancipation movement as an internal rival, but 
that, on the contrary, it confirms the demand 
that the Jews in all their countries of residence 
should enjoy full civic rights. 
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The fifth point I wish to make is—in line wit, 
what I said before— that the Zionist ide 
should not base itself as much as it did in th 
past on the long succession of our disasters anj 
tribulations, but should stress on the contrary, 
along with the tragic aspects in the life of th 
Jews and the world, also that which is beautifyl 
and auspicious, the great achievements of the 
Jewish people in the past as well as those yet to 
come. 


My sixth point is that the State of Israel will 
grow and blossom in its economic, social and 
spiritual achievements. I have no doubt in this 
regard. This in itself will give it a strong pulling 
power, attracting many immigrants, individuals 
and groups, even from countries where there js 


no political or economic pressure. In the near} 


future we still have the tremendous task of 
bringing over thousands of Jews from thos 
areas where there is such pressure. 


Meanwhile—and this is my seventh and last 


point—let us continue building a great world? 


culture which for all its historical antecedents 


is essentially new, the culture of an eternal people 


scattered throughout the world, which is at the 
same time a partner in the world’s cultures and 


a partner—a real partner not a mere helper—in | 


the political, and even more the cultural and re- 
ligious achievements of that increasing part of 


Jewry which is concentrated in the State of | 


Israel. 





What I Sowed 


by Chayim Hagitti 


What I did seed and sow 

Did not grow; 

What I was sure would aid me 
Betrayed me; 

What I had built in stone 
Was overthrown; 

What I did cherish so 

Was trampled by the foe. 
Command me, then: 


Begin again! 


Translated from the Hebrew 
by Charles Reznikoff 


o 


Juty, 1 


MM! 
chiv 
togethe 
on Mar 
he had 
were fc 
one pa 
the tot 
Englisk 
Jacob S 
The 
of the 
createc 
himsel: 
son in 
blum’s 
compc¢ 
all to « 
upon 
rifyin, 
one W 
who | 
ceives 
from 
comp! 
and e' 
pass, 
Ghett 
} of su 
facto 
entrie 
are nt 





toriar 
organ 
He di 
but | 


disor 


Th 
the ( 
each 
dren, 
ror is 
boy 
I wa 
Gerr 
long 
B too. 
chilc 


_ 


See aaeta hil 


~~ 


+} 
oF E 
Jacol 
1958, 


>NTIER 


with 
tide; 
in the 
tS and 
trary, 
of the 
utify! 
f the 
yet to 


l will 
| and 
1 this 
illing 
duals 
re is 
near 


hose 


last 


orld # 


ents 
ople 
the 


and | 





———— 





JuLy, 1958 


13 


Journal of Emmanuel Ringelblum 


by Marie Syrkin 


MMANUEL RINGELBLUM, historian and ar- 

chivist of the Warsaw Ghetto, was killed, 
together with his wife and child, by the Germans 
on March 7, 1944. His diary and notes, which 
he had kept and carefully hidden for posterity, 
were found in the ruins of the Warsaw Ghetto, 
one part in 1946 and another in 1950. Now 
the total record appears for the first time in 
English, admirably edited and translated by 
Jacob Sloan.* 


The events are familiar. By now the literature 
of the holocaust, as told by survivors or as re- 
created in fiction, is extensive. Ringelblum 
himself served as the prototype of Noach Levin- 
son in John Hersey’s The Wall. But Ringel- 
blum’s journal is unique. Not only has it been 
composed by a trained historian, anxious above 
all to discover and record the facts, so that detail 
upon detail is given as experienced, with a ter- 
rifying restraint. It has also been written by 
one who does not know the end of the story, 
who learns as he goes along. The reader per- 
ceives the fatal design, understands the outcome 
from the first page. The author is groping for 
comprehension, trying to fit the pieces together 
and evaluate the course of events as the months 
pass. In this respect Notes from the Warsaw 
Ghetto differs significantly from the accounts 
of survivors or works of fiction, written post 
facto in the light of full knowledge. These 
entries, made at intervals from 1940 to 1942, 
are notes in the literal sense. Some day the his- 
torian, had he survived, would have expanded, 
organized the confused, contradictory material. 
He did not survive; what remains is not a history 
but history—the raw, dreadful moment, still 
disordered, without editorial finality. 


The anonymity of mass suffering is lifted from 
the Ghetto. Despite the lack of elaboration, 
each page brings its special glimpse. The chil- 
dren, for instance: in May, 1940, when the hor- 
ror is still comparatively new, an eight-year old 
boy goes mad and screams: “I want to steal, 
I want to rob, I want to eat, I want to be a 
German.” A year later the children are no 
longer afraid of death—corpses on the street are 
too common a sight. ‘In one courtyard, the 
children played a game tickling a corpse.” And 





* NoTEs FROM THE WarsAW GHETTO: THE JOURNAL 
OF EMMANUEL RINGELBLUM, edited and translated by 
Jacob Sloan. McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York, 
1958. $5.95, 


starving children, whose parents have already 
perished, roam the streets of the Ghetto crying 
for a piece of bread. “It’s a common thing for 
beggar children like these to die on the sidewalk 
at night... in front of 24 Muranowska Street 
a six-year-old beggar boy lay gasping all night, 
too weak to roll over to the piece of bread that 
had been thrown down to him from the bal- 
cony.” This is August, 1941. By the time the 
first snows fall “frozen children are becoming 
a general phenomenon.” In early October 
seventy children had been found frozen on the 
steps of ruined houses. “Little children with 
bare feet, bare knees, and torn clothing, stand 
dumbly in the street weeping. Tonight, the 
14th [of November] I heard a tot of three or 
four yammering. The child will probably be 
found frozen to death tomorrow morning, a few 
hours off.” 

Ringelblum disdains explanations. He offers 
no alibi for the failure to give bread or take in 
a freezing child. Nothing reveals the life of 
the Ghetto more vividly than this image of 
kindly, warm-hearted human beings, huddling 
together in their corners with not a crust or rag 
to share, and trying not to hear. 


URING this period, when the inhabitants of 
the Ghetto are perishing of hunger and dis- 
ease, Ringelblum does not yet know that there 
can be no survival, that the gas-chamber awaits 
those who do not die fast enough to fulfill the 
German program according to schedule. He 
asks: ““What are we to do? Are we to dole out 
spoonfuls to everyone, the result being that no 
one will survive? Or are we to give full meas- 
ure to a few—with only a handful having 
enough to survive?” 


One group in the Ghetto argues that relief 
be given exclusively to children; another believes 
that children without parents are too helpless. 
Still others complain that children in some or- 
phanages are living in “luxury”—to the depri- 
vation of less fortunate youngsters. And in the 
midst of this ghoulish debate, Ringelblum notes: 
“The children’s Lag b’Omer celebrations were 
very impressive this year. A large children’s 
program was presented in the big Femina The- 
ater hall. Children from all the schools per- 
formed. They were rewarded with sweets. 
Procession after procession of school children 
marched through the streets toward the Femina.” 
The reader does not share the archivist’s mo- 
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mentary relief. He knows that subsequent 
entries will surely record other processions of 
school-children—those to the Transfer Point 
for “re-settlement” in Oswiecim or Treblinka. 


LE IN the Ghetto, behind the Wall, is full of 

contradictions. In the midst of the horror 
there are night-clubs and theaters, cabarets and 
carts of rotting dead. The attitudes of the 
Others (the Germans) are also not uniform. 
Here and there a German soldier appears to be 
startled when brought face to face with Hitler’s 
“solution.” In May, 1942, Ringelblum com- 
ments: “There is a big sign in German in the 
cemetery ordering Germans not to visit the Jew- 
ish graveyard. Supposedly, the grounds for this 
ban are sanitation but, in actual fact, the reason 
is quite different. Crowds of Germans used to 
visit the cemetery to stare at the famous shed 
where daily the skeletons of the corpses of poor 
people who had starved to death in the street 
were heaped—candidates for mass graves. Stand- 
ing there, the Germans used to discuss the ‘Jew- 
ish question’ among themselves. Some of the 
Germans enjoyed the sight of the victims of 
Hitler’s extermination policy; others, however, 
expressed their revulsion at the consequences of 
what they named ‘German culture.’ Apparently, 
these graveyard excursions left a strong imprint 
on the excursionists; consequently, they were 


halted.” 


Curiously, Ringelblum is almost laconic in 
his descriptions of German bestiality, Polish 
cruelty or Polish indifference (though he is care- 
ful to note instances of Polish help and sym- 
pathy). It is as though these acts, being out- 
side the moral world, cannot be examined in 
moral terms. But no such dispensation holds 
for the Jewish police or the Jewish Council, 
whom he excoriates again and again. They can 
be judged as men are judged. And Ringelblum 
vents his full fury on those Jews who collabor- 
ated with the Germans by executing their orders. 


Yet a distinction should be made between the 
Jewish police and the Jewish Council. Un- 
doubtedly some of the members of the abhorred 
Judenrat hoped to save their own skins by 
sacrificing the interests of the community as a 
whole in their dealings with the Germans. But 
others honorably believed that by organizing 
the Ghetto they served as a buffer between the 
inmates and the Germans and could perhaps im- 
prove the Ghetto’s lot. Adam Czerniakow, 
head of the Council, whom Ringelblum men- 
tions contemptuously, committed suicide rather 
than provide lists of Jews for deportation when 
he finally realized the true purpose of the trans- 
ports. But when Ringelblum is making his en- 
try he does not yet know how Czerniakow will 
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atone for his vain efforts to parley and com. 
promise with the Germans. 


The Jewish police, who would drag men an{ 
women and children to the Transfer Point jp 
the belief that they would save themselves and 
their families if they provided the daily quot, 
of victims, are another matter. Ringelblum 
writes: “Very often the cruelty of the Jewish 
police exceeded that of the Germans, Ukrainian: 
and Letts. They uncovered more than one hid. 
ing place, aiming to be plus catholique que k 
pope and so curry favor with the Occupying 
Power.” 


There are still other side-lights on the mon- 
strous, paradoxical world of the Ghetto. The 
tormented are still attached to their tormentors, 
A group of German Jews, deported to the Ghet- 
to from Hanover and Berlin, still long for the 
Fatherland. Ringelblum observes: ‘Despite al] | 
they went through in Germany, they still talk | 
about unser Fuehrer [our leader Hitler] and } 
still believe in German victory. They are cer. | 
tain, despite everything, that they will return 
to Germany.” And Polish Jews love to speak | 
Polish. ‘‘There is very little Yiddish heard in | 
the streets.” One explanation offered by the 
Ghetto “social scientists” is that speaking Polish 
is a form of protest: “You have thrown us into 
a Jewish Ghetto, but we'll show you that it is 
really a Polish street.” Ringelblum, however, 
views this as further evidence of “the powerful 
linguistic assimilation that was marked even be- 
fore the war” and which he deplores. 


— 





Bt ca cca 


ats acelin 


BY June, 1942, the Ghetto understands the 
nature of the German program of systematic | 
extermination. But it assumes that if the alarm | 
can be given, if the outside world can be in- 
formed, salvation will come. Even the German 
people will stop the functioning of the ovens ! 
and the gas-chambers! Ringelblum permits | 
himself a moment of rejoicing: “Friday, June 
26, has been a great day for O.S. This morning 
the English radio broadcast about the fate of 
Polish Jewry.” (The O.S. [Oneg Shabbath] 
group is the “secret society of brothers” whom 
Ringelblum gathered about him as early as 1939 | 
for the express purpose of collecting data about 
the martyrdom of European Jewry which would | 
serve in time both as record and indictment.) 
He goes on: “The O.S. group has fulfilled a | 
great historical mission. It has alarmed the 
world to our fate, and perhaps saved hundreds 


of thousands of Polish Jews from extermina- | 
tion. .. . I do not know who of our group will © 


survive, who will be deemed worthy to work 
through our collected material. But one thing 
is clear to all of us. Our toils and tribulations, 
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our devotion and constant terror, have not been 
in vain.” 

But no help came. Instead, the tempo of the 
deportations increased. The last entries in the 
Journal (which concludes in December, 1942) 
have the jerky quality of final, desperate mes- 
sages, scrawled against time. Half-sentences, 
exclamations, questions! The chaos is complete. 
One terrible question recurs: “Why did we 
allow ourselves to be led like sheep to the slaugh- 
ter?” But the very reiteration shows that the 
period of deception and self-deception is over. 
The 40,000 Jews remaining of the original half- 
million in the Ghetto will resist in the flaming 
revolt of April, 1943. Ringelblum, himself, will 
take part in the doomed uprising. But before 
that he will take care to bury his notes for 


posterity. 


JN 1958, the reader knows the answers to 

many of Ringelblum’s agonized queries. The 
stories of many survivors have made the Ger- 
man master-plan clear; we understand the sav- 
age technique, the tricks carefully considered, 
by which the Germans deluded their helpless 
victims; we know how skillfully they played on 
the lowest and best instincts—the desire to save 
one’s life at all costs, the hope of saving others 
“for the future.” We are aware of how the 
threat of collective responsibility and collective 
punishment, by which an individual act of 
vengeance meant the immediate slaughter of 
hundreds, checked many. 


Though we read the account through the 
spectacles of hindsight, that does not lessen its 
value as 2 human document and as a major 
contribution to our understanding of the fatal 
decade. As with the greatest writing, we are 
not primarily concerned with what happened 
but with how it happened, for little can be 
added today to the what—there the record is as 
final as the ashes of the Six Million. But the how 
tortures the imagination forever; how do human 
beings behave when stripped of their humanity 
either as victim or executioner? The microcosm 
of the Ghetto becomes the modern symbol of 
man in his ultimate nakedness, his guilt and 
innocence, his heroism and depravity. The fear- 
ful trinity of German, Jew and Pole—the mur- 
derer, the sufferer, and the bystander who is 
sometimes impelled to share in the carnage and 
sometimes to help—emerges unforgettably from 
the dark pages of the Journal. 


In one respect, however, the picture is incom- 
plete. The Journal stops short of the revolt of 
the Warsaw Ghetto in which Ringelblum was 

self a participant. Since eye-witness ac- 
counts of the uprising exist that lack can be 
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made good. I am referring to something else 
—the emphasis in Ringelblum’s Journal on the 
spiritual deterioration of the Ghetto dwellers. Of 
course, he mentions many instances which di- 
rectly or obliquely reveal love and fortitude, 
and he specifically pays tribute to the young 
ghetto heroines who struggled from ghetto to 
ghetto in Poland, disguised as Aryans, to bring 
information and maintain the links between the 
severed Jewries of Poland. But just as he never 
mentions or explains his own valiant role he 
rarely takes time in these jotted notes to ex- 
patiate on the capacity for the admirable dis- 
played by simple men and women. An idealist 
himself, a dedicated member of the socialist- 
Zionist movement since youth, he takes idealism, 
a sense of social responsibility, a readiness for 
self-sacrifice, almost for granted. These are the 
qualities that belong to his image of man. It 
is the fallings off, the too-human failures, that 
startle him into making one of his terse nota- 
tions. 


Apparently he became aware of his omission. 
In March, 1944, shortly before he was mur- 
dered with his wife and twelve-year old son in 
a bunker, he wrote in code an account of the 
cultural activities carried on clandestinely in the 
Ghetto. The document, addressed to the Yid- 
dish Scientific Institute, was forwarded to Lon- 
don in May, 1944, and deciphered. To redress 
the balance, this account should be read together 
with the Journal. (It might well have been pub- 
lished as an appendix to Notes from the Warsaw 
Ghetto.) 


This account of the cultural activities in the 
Ghetto is as bereft of literary adornment as the 
Journal itself. It is stark and tight. But this 
time Ringelblum has another purpose. It is not 
to give the alarm or create a case for the tribunal 
of history. That has been done. Now he wishes 
to tell hurriedly, compactly, before he is dis- 
covered in his bunker, how consciously the 
Ghetto Jews strove to preserve their spiritual 
integrity. Knowing that he will not survive, 
he writes: “That any of us, the community 
workers who carry on under conditions of two- 
fold savagery, will outlive the war, we greatly 
doubt. We, therefore, want to take this means 
to tell you in brief about those activities which 
link us most closely to you.” 


What are these links? Ringelblum describes 
the underground schools, the underground press, 
the lecture courses, the secret Jewish archives in 
which memoirs and first-hand documents were 
amassed. He commemorates the new artists that 
appeared in the Ghetto, “the young singer, 
Marysia Aizenstadt, the nightingale of the Ghet- 
to,” the violinists and choir masters, the painters 
and sculptors who tried to prepare exhibitions 
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to maintain Ghetto morale. “Particularly active 
in this field was Felix Frydman. All Jewish 
artists were put to death in Treblinka.” 

At the end, Ringelblum allows himself this 
tribute: “Know then that the last surviving 
educational workers remained true to the ideals 
of our culture. Until their death, they held 
aloft the banner of culture in the struggle 


Khrushchev 
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against barbarism. . .. We doubt whether we 
shall ever see you again. Give our warmest 
greetings to all leaders of Jewish culture, writ. 
ers, journalists, musicians, artists, all builders of 
modern Jewish culture and fighters for the sal- 
vation of all Jews and all humanity.” 

“All humanity’—the somber page ends in a 
blaze of martyrdom and glory. 


and the Jews 


Personal Glimpses of the Soviet Leader 


by Leo 


HAT is Nikita Khrushchev’s real attitude 

towards the Jews? Is Khrushchev’s per- 
sonal attitude towards the Jews any clue to 
Russia’s general Jewish policy? What can the 
Jews of Russia expect from a ruler like 
Khrushchev? 

All these questions, and some others as well, 
have been answered in great detail by the Or- 
ganization of Former Jewish Guerillas, Partisans 
and Underground Fighters. This body, which 
has its headquarters in Tel-Aviv, carried out 
a confidential survey recently, with the aim 
of evaluating Khrushchev’s attitude towards 
the Jews on the strength of first-hand evidence, 
not of hearsay or wishful thinking. 

There are hundreds of Jews, living in Israel 
and abroad, who served as officers or commissars 
in the Soviet Partisan Forces during the Sec- 
ond World War, and who came into direct 
or indirect contact with Khrushchev. Narrow- 
ing down the number to about twenty former 
guerilla commanders who knew Khrushchev 
personally, the pollsters were able to gather a 
score of different opinions about Khrushchev’s 
personality in general, and his attitude towards 
Jews in particular. 

The survey was divided into three categories: 
hearsay; second-hand information; first-hand 
personal glimpses of Khrushchev. The pollsters 
also took into account three additional factors: 
time-lag; personal bias; outside influence. 

Most people concerned (their names are a 
secret) met the present Soviet ruler fifteen years 
ago, in 1943, when the cheerful, bald-headed 
Nikita was commanding partisan forces in the 
Ukraine. At that time he was regarded, again 
with or without foundation, as friend and 
saviour of Jews. Now Khrushchev is regarded, 


Leo Heiman is an Israeli journalist who is a frequent 
contributor to the Jewish Frontier. 
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again with or without foundation, as an enemy. 
Fifteen years ago, Khrushchev was far down 
in the Soviet hierarchy He was outranked by 
so many Politburo members that no one would 
have imagined that the wise-cracking Ukrainian 
would one day become the ruler of the giant 
Red Empire. Naturally, evaluation of Nikita’s 
character is now influenced by the change in 
his status. 


AV rier sketch of the historical background 
covered by the confidential survey is neces- 
sary. When Hitler invaded Russia in June, 1941, 
the Soviet rulers were completely surprised. De- 
spite repeated warnings from Soviet and British 
intelligence sources, the Kremlin bosses did not 
believe that Hitler would be mad enough to 
take on Russia while engaged on two other 
fronts—against Britain and in Africa. 


The first factor which saved Russia was the 
partisans and guerillas, who paralyzed the rear 
of Hitler’s armies, tying up major forces in 
futile forest battles, and diverting Germany’s 
war efforts towards secondary aims. Although 
Khruschev attempted to take the credit for the 
establishment and direction of the Soviet Par- 
tisan Forces in World War II, there is ample 
evidence that the idea was Stalin’s own. Hitler 
invaded Russia on June 22, 1941, and Stalin 
issued his famous Order for Organization of 
Soviet Partisan Forces on July 3 of that year, 
ie., ten days later. At the war’s end, there were 
some 480,000 guerillas operating against German 
occupation forces on the territory of the Soviet 
Union. An estimated 50,000 of them were 
Jews, but only half of these survived the strug- 
gle. The rest were killed by Germans or by 
their Russian fellow-partisans who, in many 
cases, hated the Jews as much—if not more— 
than they hated the Germans. 


In 1941, and in the first four months of 1942, 
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the guerilla effort was directed by the Soviet 
Army Command. In May, 1942, however, a 
separate partisan general staff and supreme com- 
mand were established in Moscow, with the 
aging Marshal Voroshilov in the post of Supreme 
Partisan Commander and the Byelorussian Com- 
munist Party chief, Panteleymon Ponomarenko, 
chief of the partisan general staff, with the rank 
of colonel-general. In the summer and early 
autumn of 1941, while the Germans overran 
the Ukraine and were received with open arms 
and bouquets of flowers by the nationalistically- 
minded and anti-Semitic Ukraininans, Khrush- 
chev, who was then the Ukrainian Communist 
Party chief, organized underground resistance 
in German-occupied areas. His right-hand man 
during this period was General Strokatsh, com- 
mander of the secret police in the Ukraine. 
When Ponomarenko centralized the entire 
guerilla effort under his personal direction, 
Khrushchev became second in command, in 
charge of Ukrainian guerilla operations, with 
the rank of lieutenant-general. Even now, fif- 
teen years later, Khrushchev did not assume a 
higher rank, but wore a lieutenant-general’s 
uniform during the Red Army’s fortieth anni- 
versary celebrations in February, 1958. 


WHERE Do the Jews come in? Ukrainian Jews 

were murdered during the war by three 
nationalities and five or six different political 
parties. The Germans killed them officially and 
wholesale. The pro-German Ukrainian Na- 
tionalists butchered them; and so did the anti- 
German Ukrainian Nationalists and the anti- 
German Polish Nationalists. The anti-Com- 
munist Ukrainian guerillas killed all Jews, Poles, 
Russians and Germans—in that order. And 
the Communist Ukrainian guerillas, led by 
Khrushchev, fought all five and, although help- 
ing the Jews, they were not above killing them 
unofficially. Little wonder that so few Ukrainian 
Jews survived the German occupation, especially 
in Western Ukraine and Galicia—hotbeds of 
Ukrainian nationalism. 


A notable exception to this anti-Jewish frenzy 
were the senior partisan commanders. Famous 
Red guerilla leaders like Major-General Kovpak, 
Major-General Feodorov, Major-General Ver- 
shigora, Colonel Medvedev and Colonel Kozlov 
were all friendly towards the Jews and went 
out of their way to save as many Jews as they 
possibly could. Their backgrounds provide no 
clue to their attitude towards the Jews. Kovpak 
was a simple peasant who served as a sergeant- 
major in command of a reconnaissance com- 
mando outfit in the Czarist army during the 
First World War. Without formal education 
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or any party backing, he skyrocketed to fame 
to become Russia’s outstanding guerilla leader 
during World War II. Feodorov was a pro- 
fessional career official of the Communist Party 
and was First Secretary of the Tshernigov 
Regional Party Committee when the Germans 
overran his district. Vershigora was an officer 
of the Soviet Intelligence Service, as was Colonel 
Medvedev. Kozlov was a professional army of- 
ficer. However, while at the highest command- 
level the attitude towards Jews was thus friend- 
ly, at times even very friendly, on the lower 
levels it deteriorated rapidly, till various small- 
time commanders could boast with impunity 
that they were trying to maintain a balance be- 
tween Germans and Jews killed by their outfits, 
since they wanted to rid Russia of “both kinds 
of vermin.” 


When Khrushchev became the Ukrainian 
guerilla chief, he made the secret police com- 
mander, General Strokatsh, his deputy and chief 
of staff. It was Strokatsh who spent months 
behind the enemy lines, coordinating and direct- 
ing the operations of various guerilla formations. 
Khrushchev used to cross the lines in his airplane 
about three to four times a year to confer with 
top guerilla commanders. Most of the time, 
however, he preferred to invite the partisan 
chiefs to fly over to the Russian side of the front 
for talks in his own headquarters. 


The Jewish question was discussed openly, or 
touched on obliquely, at these conferences. No 
records are available, of course, but some of the 
Jewish guerilla officers questioned participated 
in these talks and meetings in various capacities: 
interpreters in the examination of captured Ger- 
man officers; translators of enemy documents; 
aides of senior commanders; staff officers; engi- 
neering or communications experts; and the 


like. 


‘THEIR PRESENT opinion is unanimous: Khrush- 

chev is not, or—to be more exact—was 
not, anti-Semitic. But he was—and still is— 
a great opportunist, willing to give up any prin- 
ciple and adopt the most unpleasant means to 
achieve an end. 


A former Intelligence officer relates the fol- 
lowing personal glimpse of Khrushchev: 

“In April, 1943, our division received orders 
to raid the German-Hungarian oil-fields in the 
Carpathian Mountains. Mounted on horseback 
and with a train of three thousand carts, drawn 
by horses, we had to cross eleven hundred miles 
of enemy-occupied territory, negotiate seven 
major and a score of minor rivers, break through 
multiple German lines of defense and capture 
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a number of towns and railroad junctions which 
stood in the way of our advance. We had to 
move very quickly. The smallest delay on our 
part would have had disastrous consequences, 
for the Germans most certainly would have tried 
to surround us and finish us off with tanks and 
artillery against which our lightly-armed forces 
had no means of defense. The question arose 
what to do with the thousands of Jews we ex- 
pected to liberate south of Lvov (Lemberg). 
For some unknown reason, the Jewish ghettos 
and slave-labor concentration camps in this part 
of Western Ukraine were not yet liquidated. In 
Brody, Zlotshev, Berezhany, Stryi, Drohobytsh, 
Stanislav, Tarnopol and hundreds of townships 
and villages in between, Jews were still behind 
the barbed wire of ghettos and camps. What 
was to be done with all these, who included 
women and children, the old and infirm? We 
could not take them with us, for this would 
have meant certain disaster for our rapidly-mov- 
ing division. On the other hand, if we left them 
behind the Germans and Ukrainian Nationalists 
would vent their rage upon them as soon as we 
moved out and butcher them. 

“Major-General Rudnev (Kovpak’s deputy) 
put the matter squarely up to Khrushchev, who 
arrived at our headquarters in his aircraft one 
night early in May. Khrushchev, who was 
dressed in a civilian hunting-suit with cavalry 
jackboots and a simple worker’s cap, shrugged 
his broad shoulders. ‘What can we do? Nothing. 
These people are Soviet citizens. This is war. 
Thousands of Soviet citizens are dying daily. 
Although we partisans must help the loyal civil- 
ian population in every possible way, we must 
not jeopardize the success of military operations 
thereby. You'll just have to leave them behind. 
We will revenge ourselves upon the Germans 
for their innocent blood. .. .’ 

“But, Nikita Sergeyevitsh,’ Rudnev tried to 
explain, ‘we should at least try to take with us 
those Jews who are young and fit for combat. 
Why should they die unnecessarily, without be- 
ing given a chance to fight back against Hitler?’ 


“Tocal volunteers are always welcome and 
personally I like Jews. But you must understand 
that, during your raid, you'll operate mostly 
in an area which is a hotbed of Nazi-Ukrainian 
chauvinism and nationalism. Now, anti-Semit- 
ism is the main Nazi political weapon. If we 
mobilize all young Jews during the raid, and 
if the local population in the villages through 
which your division will pass sees numerous Jew- 
ish faces, they’ll naturally lend a willing ear to 
Nazi propaganda that all partisans are Jewish 
Communists. It is our task to win this region’s 
population over to us, and recruiting of Jews 
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on a large scale, such as would be entailed by 
mass liberation of ghettos, would make this tak 
impossible. Of course, those Jewish partisans 
already with your division are full-fledged Soviet 
partisans like you and me. But even here, yoy 
must take care to see that Jewish-looking officers 
do not come into direct contact with the popu. 
lation. I realize that this policy is distastefyl 
to all true Soviet patriots, but it is a political 
necessity... . 


*As it turned out, old Kovpak refused to 
comply with Khrushchev’s instructions in this 
respect. Whenever we liberated a ghetto or a 
camp, we would take everybody—men, women 
and children—to the nearest forest. As soon 
as we bivouacked for a short rest, Kovpak would 
make his selection personally. His test of 
strength was simple but effective. A man (or 
a woman, if she could) had to lift a standard 
infantry rifle from the ground, holding the rifle 
by the tip of the bayonet and, extending it at 
arm’s length, turn it—still with one hand—till 
the butt pointed to the sky. Only strong people, 
with well developed arm muscles could do that, 
They were enrolled in our ranks on the spot, 
after Kovpak pointed out that he needed all 
strong and healthy people willing to fight the 
enemy, and he did not care if they were Jews, 
Gypsies, Chinese or Indians—as long as they 
fought. Old people, women, children and the 
weaker men who did not pass the test, were 
given food for one week, a few old rifles and 
carbines for protection against marauding gangs, 
and instructions where to go in order to meet 
Jewish guerillas. We liberated over six thousand 
Jews during our Carpathian raid. At least five 
hundred were enrolled in our ranks. Unfor- 
tunately, our division ran into a trap on its way 
back and had to break up into numerous small 
units to get out of the encirclement. Hundreds 
of Jewish partisans fell in these battles. . . .” 


The officer concludes his report by stressing 
that—from his own point of view—Khrushchev 
may have been right, for Ukrainian peasants 
refused to shelter guerilla units containing Jews 
during this retreat. Units without Jews were 
given food and shelter and arrived back at their 
base with relatively fewer casualties than units 
with Jews in their ranks. Things got so at one 
stage that “Judenrein” units refused to link up 
with units which included a conspicuous num- 
ber of Jews, for fear of being disowned by the 
local population. 

In the end, Khrushchev was able to tell Kov- 
pak (Rudnev was killed during the retreat): 
“I told you so. Who knows but what you ran 
into a trap because local peasants cooperated 
with the Germans, informing them of yout 
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movements, only because they thought of you 
3a Jewish outfit.” 

This account seems to be typical in that it 
reflects Khrushchev’s unemotional view of Jews. 
It is confirmed by another report of a Jew who 
wasin charge of documents on General Feodor- 
ovsstaft: ‘Towards the end of 1943,” he said, 
“che Soviet Army liberated Kiev and most of 
Fastern and Central Ukraine. Khrushchev was 
very busy liquidating all Ukrainian nationalists 
and sending to Siberia all collaborators with the 
Nazis. Since the advancing units of the Soviet 
Army were supposed to reach our forest base 
within several weeks, we were ordered by Gen- 
eral Strokatsh to move three hundred miles 
westward, into former Polish areas, to operate 
in the triangle formed by the cities of Rovyno, 
Kovel and Luck (pronounced Lootsk). We 
were ordered to put on Polish uniforms and in- 
signia and try to palm ourselves off on the local 
Polish population as a Polish Communist guerilla 
formation. The area in which we were to oper- 
ate was inhabited by an equal number of Poles 
and Ukrainians, who hated and killed each other. 
Needless to add, both killed Jews. The Poles 
were anti-German, the Ukrainians pro-German; 
hence our orders were to help the Poles and use 
them to liquidate the pro-German Ukrainian 
Nationalists. 


“Feodorov and a number of senior staff of- 
ficers flew to Khrushchev’s headquarters in 
Kharkov. I accompanied Feodorov on this trip. 
Khrushchev received us in his armored train 
parked on a siding in the main railroad yards. 
The city was almost totally destroyed and 
Khrushchev preferred to stay in the train, which 
had radio-communications, hot water, showers, 
beds, and a good kitchen, plus thick armor and 
a hundred machine-guns for protection. Again, 
during the final briefing, the Jewish question 
figured in the talks. Vsevolodov (Feodorov’s 
reconnaissance chief) said: ‘Nikita Sergeyevitsh, 
my scouts report that thousands of Jews are still 
hiding out in the forests of the Rovno-Kovel 
area. Hunting them is a favorite sport of the 
local peasants, Ukraininans and Poles alike. The 
German police pay a bounty for each Jew de- 
livered alive at the nearest police-station. Also, 
my scouts report that local peasants amuse them- 
selves by torturing some of the Jews they cap- 
ture to death, including women and children. 
There are cases where Jews are tortured in the 
village square to amuse the mob. In some cases, 
enterprising torturers sold tickets for front-row 
My 
scouts suggest that we burn down every village 
indulging in such brutalities. I suppose that 
burning villages may be a little bit too much, 


19 


but surely we must arrest, try, and execute all 
people guilty of such murders. And how should 
we punish those traitors who sell Jews to German 
police? However, the situation in this area is 
such, my scouts report, that if we started exe- 
cuting every peasant who killed a Jew, or was 
accessory to torture and murder, we would have 
to kill half the population. .. .’ 


* *Vot vtom to idelo (That’s it!) ,’ exclaimed 
Khrushchev, and, turning towards Feodorov, he 
explained: ‘Your reconnaisssance chief asked a 
fair question and I will give you all a straight- 
forward answer. The unfortunate Jews killed 
and tortured to death by the Germans and Na- 
tionalists are Soviet citizens. It is our sacred 
duty to protect all Soviet citizens without ex- 
ception whatever their race or nationality. But 
our most sacred duty is towards our country. 
You said yourself, Comrade Vsevolodov, that if 
you had to punish every Nazi collaborator and 
Nationalist murderer, you would have to burn 
down most villages and liquidate half the region’s 
population. That is exactly what the Germans 
would like us to do. We would then fight not 
the Germans, but the local population, whom 
the Germans would certainly arm and support. 
Our military effort would be thus diverted from 
its main and ultimate aim which is, of course, as 
you all know, the liberation of our homeland 
from the Nazi beast. After our country is 
liberated we shall settle all accounts at our lei- 
sure. I assure you, comrades, that no murderer 
or Nazi collaborator will escape just punishment 
and the wrath of the Socialist people. . . .I sug- 
gest,’ Khrushchev added, ‘that you leave all 
Jewish partisans behind when you move out. 
After all, theyll be a hindrance rather than an 
aid in your operations there. As to explaining 
the situation to your men, order your commissars 
to explain our stand along the lines given by 
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me now.... 


Apart from its intrinsic human-interest value, 
the survey carried out by the Union of Former 
Jewish Guerillas, Partisans and Underground 
Fighters has a major significance in that it spot- 
lights certain traits of Khrushchev’s character. 
Thus, reading the above reports (there are many 
more, but I have chosen only two, for lack 
of space) one is able to understand why 
Khrushchev, on the one hand, removes Jews 
from military command, diplomatic service and 
foreign trade missions, and, on the other hand, 
swears that he is not, and has never been, an 
anti-Semite. According to these reports, he is 
not an anti-Semite. But, just as he sacrificed 
Jews to win over the Ukrainian Nationalists, so 
he will sacrifice Jews now to win over the Arab 
Nationalists. 
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The Shortest Friday of the Year 


(A Folk Tale) 


by Hayim Nachman Bialik 


i WE praise the man who hastens to prepare 

for the Sabbath on a plain Friday, he who 
does so on the shortest Friday of the year is 
doubly to be praised. For on that day there is 
no room for carelessness. With any sort of slip 
you're likely to desecrate the Sabbath, God 
forbid. And Satan purposely does his worst 
precisely during times of danger. 

It was only to be expected, then, that Rabbi 
Lipa, may he live and be well, a man by nature 
weak and easily alarmed, set out to outwit that 
short Friday even before sunrise. Very strict 
with himself was he and very frightened lest 
he be late even a little bit and cause the whole 
order of his day to be ruined. 

Do not take the order of his day lightly. All 
sorts of prayers, preliminary prayers, Psalms, 
meditations, chapter from the Mishna, a page of 
the Talmud, some sections of the Code of Law 
and, finally, the previous Sabbath’s portion of 
the Bible with its commentaries. All that was 
for Him in heaven. And now for himself on 
earth. A meal. Well, what could one do? One 
was only flesh and blood and had to eat. And 
then, at noon, the new portion of the Torah, 
the ritual bath and so on. In addition to all 
this, people came with questions of law, disputes. 
Conflict, as is well known, comes just on the 
eve of the Sabbath. In the meantime, the day 
slips by; you turn here and there and it’s sunset. 


It’s no wonder, then, that Rabbi Lipa, girded 
his strength like a lion and rose. early that 
Friday morning, washed his hands and started 
his day’s activities. Would that it would come 
and go without disturbance! He was afraid 
to waste a moment and glanced from time to 
time at that old worthy, heavy in build and 
years, the ancient clock hanging on the wall. 
Rabbi Lipa was indeed worried lest, God for- 
bid! he should skip something in the order 
of his day and would reach the Sabbath with- 
out peace of mind. 


But as our sages have said: all depends on 
fate. And against fate, you ought to know, 
there is neither speed, counsel, nor wisdom. 

Listen! 


AKFrer Rabbi Lipa finished all his meditations 
and was preparing to begin the morning 
prayers, the door suddenly opened with a groan 
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and a peasant, bringing a column of vapor 
with him, came into the house. 

What’s he doing here so early? the rabbj 
wondered, a bit frightened, caught in the cold 
blast that entered the house. 

The peasant placed his whip right next to 
the mezuza on the door-post, removed his glove 
and slid his hand into his coat. He took out 
a folded, wrinkled letter, all dirty, and handed 
it to the rabbi. The rabbi finished reading the 
letter and shrugged his shoulders. 

The devil’s own doings! His heart had warned 
him. Reb Getzi, that rich tax-collector in the 
next village, was inviting him to a circumcision 
feast. Reb Getzi is bringing (so he wrote) his 
first grandson, the first-born of his eldest daugh- 
ter, into the covenant of Abraham, and is there- 
fore asking the worthy rabbi to be the godfather. 
The rabbi would have to go to the trouble 
of coming to the village—and right away. The 
sleigh was waiting. 

But tax-collector Reb Getzi wasn’t, unfor- 
tunately, one of those brief writers. A reader 
couldn’t race through his letters. Attached to 
this one were three copious footnotes. 

Footnote number one: a three-ruble bank- 
note in an envelope, a brand-new bill from 
the hand of the peasant (forgive the proximity) 
to the hand of the rabbi. 

Footnote number two: a bag full of potatoes 
and, tied to it, a fattened, cackling goose. The 
maid took this comely pair from the sleigh and 
in no time they were both in the kitchen. 

Footnote number three: a warm and heavy 
coat of fur and a pair of felt boots all of which 
Reb Getzi had sent with the peasant. These 
from his own stock of winter clothing so that 
the honored rabbi would wrap himself well and 
be warm on the journey. 

These three explicit footnotes opened the | 
rabbi’s eyes and in a flash everything fell into 
place. “Well, what can you do?” the rabbi 
sighed. “It must be God’s will. A circum- | 
cision. A holy deed. But, anyway, I have to 
consult my wife.” 

Rabbi Lipa went into the other room, stayed 4 
while, did what he had to do, and emerged | 
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dressed in a white smock and a Sabbath cloak, 
ready for the trip. In the front room, he cover- 
ed the cloak with the coat of fur, put on the | 
yellow boots over his black shoes, donned his | 
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Gibbath fur hat on top of his skull-cap, girded 
himself with the red belt that Ivan had also 
brought and, dressed in this mixture of week- 
day and Sabbath clothing, Rabbi Lipa kissed 
the mezuza and left the house. 

The large sleigh, in front of the house, was 

plentifully lined with straw. Rabbi Lipa climb- 
vapor | J in and sat down quite comfortably. The 

peasant covered the rabbi’s legs with straw 
rabbi | snd climbed in too. A whistle—and the sleigh 
€ cold } ws sliding over the snow. 

The road was smooth and the mare quick. 
“Xt tO } Iyst a short jump, really. ... 
glove |" an hour later the sun still hadn’t risen, and 
k out } the rabbi came into the village and to Reb 
anded } Getzi’s house. 
ig the | All those who had been invited were already 

there. After some hot drinks they prayed in a 
‘arned } ininyan. A butcher, who by chance had come 
in. the § into town to buy calves, was found to have a 
Cision f pleasant voice and he served as cantor. But his 
e) his } Hebrew was a bit defective. He mixed up parts 
augh- F of the prayer, asking for dew in the season of 
there- } rain, But it wasn’t so terrible. Finally, they 
ather. § hurried through the last part of the service and 
ouble | amidst the general good cheer the rites of cir- 

The } cumcision began. 

The baby was swaddled and passed from hand 
nfor- } ty hand. The uncle handed him to the father’s 
eadet } uncle. He to the nephew. The nephew to the 
ed to} father’s father and he to the mother’s father. 

So it went until the baby came to the godfather, 
vank- } Rabbi Lipa. There they did what they had to 
from } do, Then the return trip. Again they picked 
nity) | up the little red body which was wrapped hand 

and foot and cried softly and moved convul- 
atoes | sively, They sent him back the same way. From 
The | the hands of the godfather to the father, from 
1 and} the father to the maternal grandfather and so 
on—till he was returned to his cradle, where he 
eavy § quieted down a bit. 
rhich 
hese Tax-cottector Reb Getzi knew how to re- 
that | © ceive guests. Kind and open-handed by na- 
|and } ture, how much more so now that the Lord had 
seen him worthy of seeing his first grandson! 
the } Fish—lots of it. Meat—a whole calf, a dozen 
into | ducks and three fattened geese. No need to 
abbi} mention the  side-dishes—stuffed gizzards, 
um- | tongues and kidneys, dishes fried and roasted, 
€ 0 | and all sorts of other praiseworthy delicacies. 

As for liquor—you must know that Reb Getzi 
eda} is a straightforward, simple man. Whiskey 
rged | meant whiskey. No less than 95 proof and old, 
oak,| too. Whiskey that was stored in his cellar, 
vet- | buried there these many years. From the very 

the | first it was set aside—are you listening?—to 
his | celebrate the arrival of the first grandchild. 

Let the rabbi drink another glass, just this 
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little tumbler. Reb Getzi pushed a pint bottle 
into the rabbi’s hand. Please, go ahead. Let the 
rabbi drink! Don’t be afraid. As if this were 
whiskey! It isn’t whiskey at all. It’s olive oil. 
It flows into the glass without a sound. Pure 
olive oil! As his name was Getzi. Here, your 
health, rabbi, your health! 

Getzi became a bit high. His fat and hairy 
face glittered and shone like a polished samovar. 
His eyes were sunk in fat. From time to time he 
jabbed his finger into his chest, clucking and 
muttering to himself with a thickened tongue. 
“Getzi . . . you know? Now yovu’re an old 
man.... A grandpa. You hear? Ha, ha, ha, 
you've become a grandpa. And what’s your 
wife? A g..g.. grandma! Where are you, 
&§--g.. grandma? Come here. Grandpa will 
drink to your health. Come on, come on, don’t 
be shy. The rabbi will say amen; right, rabbi?” 

Here Reb Getzi grabbed Rabbi Lipa’s arm, 
held his shoulders with all his might and shook 
him like a bag of potatoes. Then he suddenly 
fell on him and kissed him. Amidst joy and 
happiness he cried and laughed at the same 
time for the honor .. . ha, ha, ha... the honor 
that Rabbi Lipa had done him. As he lived 
and breathed, the honor! If it weren’t for 
the rabbi . . . he started sniffling. 


“All right, enough! To your health!” Rabbi 
Lipa soothed the crying Getzi and took a care- 
ful sip from the bottle. “To your health. 
What’s the crying for? No need for tears. No 
need... .” 

Reb Getzi calmed down and wiped his tears 
away with his sleeve. “As my name is Getzi, 
that was well said, rabbi. There’s no need for 
tears. No need. But to health and again to 
health! And to health once more, real health, 
health and prosperity. “Oh...r..r.. rabbi.” 
Here Getzi burst into a renewed flood of tears. 
“Oh... pros-per-i-ty.” 

Rabbi Lipa, by nature a kind and tender- 
hearted man, couldn’t bear Getzi’s sadness and 
favored him by taking another drop and yet 
another drop.... 


In the meantime, the day rolled on—the 
shortest Friday of the year. Rabbi Lipa, who 
was now a little high himself, stirred once, twice, 
and tried to stand up on his weak legs. ‘Oh, 
oh,” he murmured with hands spread on the 
table. “It’s the eve of Sabbath—the short 
Friday.” But Reb Getzi neither listened nor 
cared. He held Rabbi Lipa with both hands and 
wouldn’t let him go. 

All this time the driver, Ivan, was sitting 
peacefully in the kitchen, enjoying his share of 
the festive meal. He was very pleased that this 
little baby had become a Jew. He sent one drink 
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after another down his gullet. One and one was 
two and one was three. ... 

The clock tolled three. In a rush Rabbi Lipa 
stood up. But his legs weren’t quick at all. 
When he had bundled himself into his wraps— 
the bearcoat, the sheepskin coat, the red belt— 
and put his feet into those two barrels—the 
wer | boots—again, his legs wouldn’t obey him 
at aul. 

Instead of uprooting himself, the well-wrap- 
ped Rabbi Lipa found himself sitting in the 
middle of the room. He tried to move. But 
he couldn’t budge. 

The “olive oil” spreading through Rabbi 
Lipa’s bones had had its effect. But it didn’t 
bother Rabbi Lipa at all. On the contrary, his 
thoughts were merry and his heart was glad. 
While he tried, with outstretched hands and 
moving fingers, to pluck himself from his place 
by his own strength, he chuckled in a soft, bird- 
like voice, tittering to himself. ‘Hee, hee, hee, 
Reb Getzi . . . my legs... .” 

“Hee... hee . . hee,” the other laughed too, 
“the rabbi.” 

Finally, with the combined help of Him 
Who aids the weary and of the guests, the 
bundled form was lifted from its place. Then 
the two happy creatures, Rabbi Lipa and (for- 
give the proximity) his attendant, Ivan, suc- 
cessfully left the house, helping each other and 
leaning on each other’s shoulders. Once again 
our rabbi sat comfortably in the sleigh, his body 
and legs covered. Again Ivan sat in the driver’s 
seat. A loud long whistle—and the mare lifted 
her legs. ... 


ROM THE moment the sleigh began to move 

and Rabbi Lipa was comfortably settled in 
his overcoats, he felt a pleasant warmth spread- 
ing through his body. His head began to nod. 
““Hee, hee, hee, the oil,” the rabbi laughed into 
his chest and felt as if sand was falling on his 
eyelids. “Pure olive oil.” And the moment the 
sleigh passed out of the gate of the little village 
he sank into a deep sleep. 

The peasant, Ivan, on the driver’s seat, was 
talking to his mare, chattering amiably, promis- 
ing her good things if she would only go straight 
and not stray from the path. But, even while 
talking to the mare, the whip and reins slipped 
from his hands, and his head, with its sheepskin 
hat, drooped. A minute later he was snoring. 

The mare, sensing that she was free, imme- 
diately forgot all the preaching of her master 
and all his pleasant promises. When she came 
to a fork in the road she hesitated a moment, 
as if thinking which way to go. Suddenly she 
pulled the sleigh with all her might straight 
ahead into the fields. 
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Meanwhile clouds came up and darkened th 
way. The snow fell heavily, confusing creation, 
The mare began to doubt that she had don 
the right thing and was beginning to repent, 
But because the animal saw no solution she 
left herself to Heaven and continued walking 
in the darkness, sad and ashamed, stepping gin. 
gerly as if with closed eyes, through snow. 
drifts and thickets of thorns, dragging the 
sleigh and its riders. Who knows where she 
would have gone to had not the sleigh over. 
turned? Our two travelers woke up in a fright 
in a pile of snow—and the surrounding gloom. 

“What is this?” the rabbi wondered and jerked 
himself up from the snow. Suddenly he remem- 
bered all that had happened and, as if an axe 
had struck his head, the Sabbath! 

The rabbi wanted to let out a loud and bitter 
wail—but he couldn’t. When his power of 
speech returned somewhat, a cry burst from his 
throat: “Ivan, it’s terrible!” This cry, which 
came from the depths of his heart, expressed 
the only three words that the rabbi knew in 
the peasant’s language. In it were combined a 
cry of woe, a request for pity, the fear of God, 
his resignation to God’s will, sorrow and com- 
plaint, and much more which couldn’t be put 
into words. 

Ivan was busy working, amidst oaths and 
blasphemies, on the overturned sleigh and the 
tangled reins. From time to time he kicked the 
poor mare’s belly and cursed her ancestors. 
When he had finished, he invited the rabbi 
to take his seat. The rabbi looked about him 
at the night. For a moment he thought of not 
moving, come what may. Here in the open 
field he would lodge and spend his Sabbath 
and obey the precept of the Law to the letter. 
Weren’t there stories of hasidim who spent the 
Sabbath in woods and deserts? There was the 
story of Ariel. Didn’t the Holy One, blessed 
be He, call forth a lion as his guard in the 
desert till after the Sabbath was over and to serve 
as a beast of burden afterwards? 

But when Rabbi Lipa considered the darkness 
of the night his heart sank. To the left he saw 
a forest, full of loud noises and the whining of 


a storm. Even a plain forest was dangerous— | 


marauders and wild beasts made their homes | 
there. To the right was a broad and desolate 
field, completely white. 

“No,” Rabbi Lipa said, “danger to life is 
more important than the Sabbath. You shall 


live by the Law, it says, not die by it. And | 


you’re not supposed to depend on miracles | 
“No, no,” the rabbi decided. His teeth chatter- 
ing, he climbed into the sleigh. “According t0 
the Law, I’m not obliged to give up my life 





for the Sabbath. On the contrary, I must ride 
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Not riding on the Sabbath is only a law added 
by the rabbis.” 

The sleigh went slowly on its way through 
the slippery darkness and Rabbi Lipa, depressed, 
honored the arrival of the Sabbath with silent 
prayer. The mare plodded along. The sleigh 
joggled over the bumpy path and shook the 
crushed Rabbi Lipa. His bones were just about 
scattered along the way. Who is this Rabbi Lipa, 
who is this rabbi who travels on the Sabbath? 
And the wind among the ancient, snow-laden 
trees was crying, “Woe, woe and shame!” 


Az0uT MIDNIcHT the sleigh reached a lonely 

roadside inn. The snow was up to its win- 
dows. The mare’s heavy breathing turned 
into bits of frost. The rabbi’s beard, earlocks, 
mustache and hat were frozen into one glassy 
piece. It was impossible to go any further. The 
servant, an old peasant, came out. The rabbi 
entered the inn and the sleigh was taken into 
the yard. 

The room was cold: dreariness and the light 
of asmall, sooty Jantern. Standing on the table 
were two brass candlesticks whose candles had 
burnt out, and on the thick hand-woven table- 
cloth were scattered crumbs and bones—what 
was left of the Sabbath eve meal. Rabbi Lipa 
turned away. Frozen through and through and 
laden with his heavy clothing, what life was left 
in him fell on a plain hard bench near the wall 
and he bent his head toward his chest. 

He had profaned the Sabbath. How would 
he show his face tomorrow? And what would he 
say on the Judgment Day. Oh the shame of it! 
Tears poured from his eyes. His earlocks and 
mustache thawed a bit and dripped water, 
too. The rabbi’s head and limbs were as heavy 
as bars of lead. He wanted to move but could 
not. Perhaps the hour of dying had come, the 
rabbi feared, and his teeth started chattering. 
Yes, it was death. Time to confess... . 

The rabbi’s lips whispered the prayer of 
confession. “Oh God, merciful and gracious, 
patient and full of kindness, please have pity, 

Sovereign of the Universe, forgive and 
pardon me, we’re only flesh and blood, we’re 
only worms, only human beings. I have sinned 
and transgressed and have gone astray. But 
the innocent lambs, my wife and children, what 
have they done that was wrong?” 

For a long time the poor man tossed and 
turned, His bones burned like fire. In the 
delirium of fever he whispered various verses: 
he mixed passages from the Mishna with those 
in the Bible, sayings of the Rabbis with bits of 
Prayer, lofty thoughts with those of reward 
and punishment. Heaven and hell, and the 
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torments of the grave and the angel of Gehenna 
ran about in his confused mind with thoughts of 
his household: a widow, orphans, a grown 
daughter, his position as rabbi, taxes.... With 
these troubled thoughts the rabbi wearied him- 
self. He groaned and sighed till morning. But 
with the coming of the dawn he sank into a 
deep, confused sleep, a tortured and heavy 
sleep. 

Rabbi Lipa was lying on the bench of the 
desolate inn, curled into his coat, soaked with 
perspiration, water dripping from his beard 
and earlocks. And the Lord was sitting in 
Heaven doing what had to be done—making the 
roosters herald the morning and rolling the 
darkness away. 

When the cold light of a winter morning 
came into the house through the small frost- 
covered windows, Fivke, the proprietor, sneezed, 
belched and woke up. With one jump he was 
out of bed, put on his heavy boots, threw on 
his jacket and went out into the public-room 
to see who had arrived during the night. When 
he entered and saw—he stood like a statue: 
before him on the bench was the rabbi. 

He bent closer and looked again. “As I live 
and breathe, it is the rabbi. What’s this? On 
the Sabbath? The rabbi. . .. Am I drunk or 
crazy?” Suddenly he struck his head with his 
fist. “Oh Fivke, you ass! There must be a 
mistake. A mistake in the days of the week! 
Oh yes, Fivke, woe unto you and your life... . 
You’ve been living among the heathen. For 
your great sins you’ve lost track of time. Here’s 
a pretty fix, as you’re alive. Tomorrow every- 
one will know it—foo!” 

And Fivke quickly turned to remove all 
signs of the Sabbath before the rabbi should 
wake and see the depth of Fivke’s degradation. 
First of all, he took away the brass candlesticks, 
the remains of the meal and the white table- 
cloth. Then he ran into the bedroom and fright- 
ened his wife and daughter out of their beds. 

“Hurry up, you geese, the devil take you!” 

“What is it? Who’s here?” his wife woke up 
in a fright. 

“Don’t raise your voice! 
the food out of the oven!” 

For a moment she didn’t know what her hus- 
band was talking about. But when he explained 
with a poke of his fist, she jumped up, dressed 
and dashed to the oven. 

“All of it! Take it all out, the devil take 
you!” her husband said. “Throw it away— 
every bit of it!” 

In a moment the Sabbath left and the week- 
day took its place. In the open-mouthed stove 
a fire was burning. The big-bellied samovar 


Get up and take 
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was filled with hot coals and started humming, 
The sounds of an axe and hammer were heard 
in the house. Yochim, the servant, was splitting 
logs and driving pegs and hammering nails, 
Fivke himself was bent over the kneading-trough 
working the dough with all his might. His 
daughter, a tall girl in her ’teens with a puffy, 
soot-covered face, stood in a daze in the middle 
of the room, not knowing what was going on, 
In the meantime, she managed to get slapped 
twice and pinched once by her father’s dirty, 
dough-covered hands. Then she began peeling 
potatoes into a big, water-filled pot. 

“Peel, peel, the devil take you,” Fivke cried 
and hurried them on, working away himself, 
He expected the rabbi to wake at any moment, 
When he had finished kneading the dough and 
the rabbi was still asleep, Fivke hurriedly put 
on his shabby, crushed hat; he bared his arm 
and began to fasten the phylactery, singing 
the week-day morning prayers in a loud voice. 


ME4nwuie, the door kept swinging on its 

hinges, and farmers, wearing their over- 
coats and carrying whips, were coming and 
going. The chill of snow, the smoke of pipes, 
the smell of overcoats, the noise of stamping 
feet and talk filled the room. 


Fivke walked by the rabbi’s bench while 
praying, singing in a loud voice the week-day 
prayer, and threw a glance at the rabbi as if 
to say: Now I’m not afraid, anymore. Now 
you can even get up. 

And at that very moment the rabbi stirred. 
All his pains woke with him. ‘Oh, oh, oh.” 
His head hurt and all his bones seemed crushed. 
With difficulty he sat up and opened his eyes. 
Where was he? In the bathhouse? No, in an 
inn! Where was the Sabbath? There was no 
hint of the Sabbath. Farmers. A week-day 
crowd. And there, in front of him, a samovar 
was boiling away. “If so”—-an awful thought 
frightened the rabbi and his red face reddened 
even more—‘‘if so, I’ve slept through the whole 
Sabbath. Here on the bench, in front of Fivke 
and the peasants I was stretched out sleeping 
for twenty-four hours. Without blessing the 
wine, without praying, without blessing the 


departure of the Sabbath. O God, what art | 


you doing to Lipa?” 
In the midst of the thick cloud of pipe 


smoke Ivan came, whip in hand, and said, “It’s 


time to go, rabbi. The sleigh is ready.” 


Sighing, the rabbi stood up and faced the 


doorway. He barely made his way through 
the farmers. At the doorway Fivke’s broad 
hand suddenly shook his. “Goodbye... r..r+: 
rabbi.” 
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“Bye, bye.” The rabbi slipped out quickly. 


“No time. ...- 


“Goodbye,” Fivke answered, 


God be with you.” 


This separation pleased both and neither de- 


layed it. 


The rabbi climbed up into his sleigh. “Hey, 
Ivan, Ivan!” the rabbi hurried the driver. 

To run away? But where to? He prayed 
with all his might: ‘Sovereign of the World, 
perform a miracle for me and stretch the way 
home into thousands of miles. Let years and 
centuries pass and let me travel on and on. If 
I'm not worthy of this, take my soul from me, 


God; take my soul!” 


But Rabbi Lipa’s prayer was not answered. 
The sleigh carried him on swiftly and the smooth 


“be well and 
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snow-covered ground. Crows at the roadside 
flew away from the flying sleigh and welcomed 
it with hoarse screams—kraa, kraa, kraa. 


Rabbi Lipa was ashamed before the crows, 


the bright sun, the white snow and bent his 


head, lost again in his dark thoughts. He neither 


and polished path ran by. After the previous 


cloudy night, a winter sun shone gayly on the 
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French Views of Israel 
by Lothar Kahn 


NE OF the encouraging signs 

about French Jewish writers in 
recent years has been their ability 
to look outward again and fear 
for the destiny of Jewries else- 
where. On the verge of extinction 
only a little over a decade ago, 
many appear to have finally shaken 
off the trauma of the Hitler years. 
Even French Christian writers, in 
dealing with Jews, are once more 
looking at the present and future, 
resisting the temptation of the 
easy pathos afforded by the Oc- 
cupation. 

Two novels, both published in 
1957, reflect this trend. To be 
sure, both Arnold Mandel’s Les 
vaisseaux brilés (Burnt Vessels)* 
and Henri Amouroux’ Une jeune 
fille de Tel Aviv (A Girl from Tel 
Aviv)* use the Hitler period as a 
starting-point. But both works 
carry their protagonists toward the 
shores of Israel. 


Nor do the similarities between 
the two books end here. Both are 





1 Paris, Calman-Lévy, 270 pp. 
* Paris, Editions Mondiales, 204 pP- 








Dr. Kahn is Professor of Modern 
Languages at the Teachers College 
of Connecticut. 


the stories of uprooted people in 
search of a new existence; both 
challenge Israel to supply them 
wth both a purpose and home. 
More important, in their evalu- 
ation of Israeli life today the 
young Jewish writer Mandel and 
the Christian journalist Amouroux 
come surprisingly close. Equally 
interesting, both writers make 
trenchant comparisons between the 
old nation of the West and the 
more youthful one of the Near 
East. 


Burnt Vessels relates the phys- 
ical and moral odyssey of Wasser- 
mann, a young German-born Jew 
who, upon the Nazi seizure of 
power, fled to various European 
countries. A French soldier dur- 
ing the war, he is taken prisoner, 
escapes, and joins the French Un- 
derground. The rootless Wasser- 
mann in the post-war years con- 
tinues his wanderings. In Occu- 
pied Germany he meets a Jewish 
widow to whom he is strongly 
attracted. They move to Paris, but 
their ménage soon loses its peace 
because of Wassermann’s inner 
restlessness. He writes for promi- 
nent French journals but espouses 
causes in which he cannot really 
believe. He and the widow finally 


heard nor saw nor felt a thing. He left his 
spirit to the God of Spirits and his broken body 
to the flying sleigh. “What will be, will be!” 


At noon, the congregation was leaving the 
synagogue and walking in Sabbath peace on 
both sides of the street and in the middle, too, 
greeting one another with Sabbath blessings. 
At that very moment there suddenly appeared 
from a lane a quick and graceful sleigh. The 
congregation blinked in disbelief: in it sat their 
rabbi—Rabbi Lipa. 


Translated from the Hebrew by Curt LEVIANT 








separate. Desperate for what 
France apparently cannot supply, 
he leaves for Israel. Although the 
new nation frees him of some of 
his aberrations, on the whole he 
feels rejected by Israel. Various 
factors contribute to this: the 
gitl he befriends only to discover 
her love for another; the aunt who 
confronts his irresponsible past 
with her own life of dedication; 
orthodox Jews in Jerusalem who 
reject his very claim to Jewish- 
ness. Back in Paris, he feels a 
pathological need for self-humilia- 
tion. There is, at the end, a faint 
suggestion that perhaps all is not 
yet lost. 

A Girl from Tel Aviv is the 
story of Orah, a French-Jewish 
girl, who has lost both parents in 
the gas-chambers of a concentra- 
tion camp and who, after many 
adventures, manages to reach Israel 
safely. There she finds employ- 
ment as a typist in a Tel Aviv 
office. Years later, in 1956, she 
meets Jacques, a young French- 
man on business in Israel. Con- 
tact with the attractive, poised 
Westerner—so different from the 
stern, serious young men about 
her—reopens old wounds. She re- 
lives the insecurity following her 
parents’ arrest and also the years 
of material privation and discom- 
fort in Israel. Her budding love 
for Jacques prompts a reappraisal 
of her ties with Israel and she finds 
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them remarkably loose. Despite 
the hazard involved, she decides 
to return to Paris. After a trip 
with Jacques to Elath, she is mobil- 
ized into the Israeli army in the 
middle of the night—without a 
chance to see Jacques again. Orah’s 
two weeks in the Sinai desert re- 
solve her moral dilemma. Israel, 
all privations and fears notwith- 
standing, is her country. It is, 
in the words of a dying Russian 
in the Israeli army, a country 
where people stand debout (up- 
right). 

Thus, both novels unite the 
themes of the great Jewish tragedy 
of our time with the great Jewish 
hope. In fact, the sorrow, humili- 
ation, insecurity of the Hitler 
years serve as a spur to the vigor- 
ous, youthful society sprung up 
in Israel. But whereas the latter 
has enough social and moral ap- 
peal to absorb Orah, shaken and 
doubtful though she is, it lacks 
the time and wisdom to integrate 
Wassermann into its growing 
body. As both writers state clear- 
ly, Israel is an activist nation of 
youths endowed with boundless 
energy and the will to shoulder 
responsibility. Whereas Orah still 
contains the potential for action, 
Wassermann has lost all capacity 
for it. 


An interesting discussion be- 
tween Orah and her Parisian lover 
elucidates this theme of action and 
movement (represented by Israel) 
as opposed to skepticism and rea- 
soned doubt (represented by 
France). Orah informs her Jacques 
that Parisian modes of thinking 
and acting would be catastrophic 
in Israel. The young nation, she 
explains, is basically provincial 
and unsophisticated. It tolerates 
neither subtleties nor easy gayety. 
“The day,” Orah informs him, 
“that this country will turn 
Parisian, will turn witty, when it 
will applaud satiric poets and buy 
humor magazines, it will surely be 
done for. It rests truly on faith. 
We don’t want people to show us 
the futility of our efforts, the in- 
adequacy of our means, what 
stupidity there may be in our laws. 
We want to remove the toxic 
weeds of skepticism and doubt.” 
Mandel, like Amouroux, speaks of 
an activist religion even stronger 

in Israel than in the U.S. Joking- 
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ly he has Wassermann remark 
that even the Mystics of the Hun- 
dred Doors are imbued with an 
activist rather than a contempla- 
tive spirit for they are given to 
technical manipulations to hasten 
the arrival of the Messiah. 

It is only at the conclusion of 
the Sinai campaign that Orah un- 
derstands the phrase “standing, 
upright men,” as the dying Rus- 
san had characterized his Jewish 
comrades-in-arms. They are men, 
she now realizes, ““who would nev- 
et again accept the shame of the 
ghetto, nor accept passively any 
shame or insult. Men who 
would take on all tasks, free 
themselves from complexes, from 
the age-long curse with which the 
Jewish people had been afflicted. 
All the Wandering Jews—who had 
stopped this night by the Red Sea 
—how much they were her 
brothers!” 

Although Mandel belongs to the 
younger Jewish French writers, 
his interest in Jewish themes ante- 
dates the war period. He is one 
of the most respected spokesmen 
for French Jewry. Amouroux’ 
interest in Jewish questions is more 
recent: this is his second book on 
Israel. The novel is clearly the 
outgrowth of his journalistic ex- 
perience in Israel. Although he 
has few illusions about the motives 
governing France’s past and pres- 
ent help to Israel, he appears 
pleased with the relationship. He 
seems especially happy that the 
country of the Dreyfus Case has 
progressed to the point of assisting 
the Jews of Israel. The young 
soldiers he depicts, both male and 
female, are obviously idealized 
portraits of soldiers he has known. 
In fact, the obvious weakness of 
his book as a novel is the repor- 
torial approach and style which at 
times subordinate story to visual 
minutiae. Nonetheless, the book 
1s an excellent account—perhaps 
the most detailed—of the brief 
desert campaign. 

Both novels should be added to 
the growing repertory of French 
books on Jewish life and problems 
at a difficult point in a difficult 
history. 
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Correspondence 


Dear EpITor: 
I did not find Eliot Woolf and 


Dave Weintraub, nearly so un- 
sympathetic as Marie Syrkin did,* 
though I grant that they are not 
shown as terribly heroic. What 
I object to about her review, 
however, is the rather narrow basis 
for her critical comments. By 
now, we should be mature enough 
not to have to insist that only 
good Jews be allowed into fiction, 
or even that, if bad Jews are 
shown, there be one or two good 
ones, too, to counteract their ill 
effects. 


We pride ourselves on “Yid- 
dishe Kop,” and how well we have 
fitted into American society, and 
on our material success. By what 
right can we say that less attrac- 
tive expressions of Jewish shrewd- 
ness, of our desire to succeed, and 
become part of the culture around 
us, may not be shown? 


We cannot say that Woolf 
and Weintraub are untrue; we 
can only say we do not like them, 
and that they are not typical. 
(Though as to that, Woolf is cer- 
tainly a lot more untypical than 
is Weintraub.) And the ambitious 
Irish Catholic politician is hardly 
a mere invention of the author’s. 
Are these characters not as self- 
consciously moral and moralistic 
as those of Anglo-Saxon Protestant 
stock are? Explanations why 
come to mind easily enough, but 
I will not cite them, because I 
think them pertinent only if we 
are discussing the authenticity 
of these characters. They are not 
pertinent to a discussion of whe- 
ther one may write about un- 
pleasant Jews, boring Catholics, 
and contented Negroes, and have 
exclusively Anglo-Saxon heroes, 
solely because such characters in- 
jure our sensibilities. 


Truth ought to be a lot more 
important to us than our fear of 
being shown as unadmirable. Pen- 
rose is much too close to reality 
when he complains that only white 


* “Best-Seller Jews” by Marie Syr- 
kin, Jewish Frontier, April, 1958. 
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Anglo-Saxon Protestants may be 
villains today. Jews are a minority 
in this country, and they always 
will be, gua Jews. But what one 
hopes will pass is our minority 
psychology, which causes a feel- 
ing of injury whenever any blem- 
ishes are exhibited. It is precisely 
this sensitivity, and not our nu- 
merical position, which demon- 
strates Our minority status. Has 
Cozzens shown unlikeable Jews? 
Good. We have a right to be un- 
likeable. We do not have a right 
to abridge freedom of expression 
in order to prevent characteriza- 
tions which we think unpleasant. 


I doubt very much if Messrs. 
Woolf and Weintraub are going 
to cause pogroms in the streets of 
America. If there is serious danger 
of pogroms, it is doubtful that 
liberal-sponsored thought control 
and that contradictory con- 
dition is what we often seem to 
be attempting to achieve—can pre- 
vent them. Nor is that the proper 
way to deal with more subtle 
expressions of anti-Jewish feeling. 





It ought to be possible in a 
democracy, to say things which 
minority groups do not like with- 
out being accused of bigotry, pog- 
rom-mongering, racism, or any of 
the other scare words which seem 
superficially relevant. The possi- 
ble unhappy results of irrational 
propaganda does not immunize 
minorities against all unfavorable 
references. A striking example 
of the abuse of language to which 
I refer was Cardinal Spellman’s 
statement calling Eleanor Roose- 
velt a bigot because she disap- 
proved of using government funds 
to support parochial schools; and 
one could cite examples closer to 
home. 


It is perhaps unfair, and cer- 
tainly unchivalrous, to peg these 
comments on Miss Syrkin’s arti- 
cle. She merely wrote well, as 
she always does, on two novels 
with Jewish characters. But the 
frame of reference she employed is 
one whose validity we accept too 
readily, and it is, I submit, a point 
of view essentially subversive of 
liberal democracy, which ought 
to be publicly questioned. 


Sincerely, 
ARTHUR H. KAHN 
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IN LABOR ZIONISM 








31st National Convention 


5 en Labor Zionist Organization of America- 
Poale Zion held its 31st National Convention 
at the Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago, IIl., from 
May 29 to June 1, 1958. It was attended by 227 dele- 
gates from twenty states, representing sixty city 
committees and branches and eleven fraternal or- 
ganizations. The Ichud Olami, World Union of 
Poale Zion organizations with headquarters in Tel 
Aviv, was directly represented by Itzhak Korn. 


The three public functions of the Convention— 
the opening mass-meeting, Oneg Shabbat, and the 
banquet—were addressed by Z. Baumgold, P. Cruso, 
Rabbi Ira Eisenstein, Dr. Nahum Goldman, Jacob 
Katzman, Itzhak Korn, Louis Segal, C. Bezalel Sher- 
man, Dr. E. Spicehandler, Mordecai Strygler, Marie 
Syrkin, P. Tauman, David S. Tesher, Rabbi Jacob 
J. Weinstein, Rabbi Samuel Wohl, Dr. J. Zackler. 
The discussions at the business sessions were led by 
Dr. Joseph Cooper, Julius Glazer, Isaiah Kenen, M. 
Koslovsky, Consul Yaakov Morris, Dr. Herman 
Seidel, Dr. S. Sokal, Harry L. Woll, and others. 
The presidium consisted of P. Cruso, New York; 
Professor Hayim Fineman, Philadelphia; Julius Gla- 
zer, Newark; S. Goldberg, Detroit; Rabbi Y. Miller, 
Los Angeles; Allen Pollack, Habonim; L. Segal, 
New York; Dr. Herman Seidel, Baltimore; Chaya 
Surchin, Pioneer Women; P. Tauman, Chicago; 
Dr. J. Zackler, Chicago. The special Histadrut break- 
fast Saturday morning under the chairmanship of 
Julius Ginsburg of Chicago, was addressed by Dr. 
D. Biegun, P. Cruso, Ephraim Evron and Joseph 
Schlossberg. 


In addition to passing resolutions on all the vital 
issues of the day, the Convention adopted a new 
constitution for the national organization and elected 
the following administration: president, Pinchas 
Cruso; vice-president, Rabbi Samuel Wohl, Cincin- 
nati; chairman of the Executive Committee, Julius 
Glazer; treasurer, Susan Brecher. Members of the 
Central Committee are: A. Balfour, Z. Baumgold, B. 
Benari, D. Biegun, B. Burstein, A. Fromowitz, N. 
Guttman, J.G. Heller, J. Katzman, M. Kekst, Sarah 
Lederman, A. Meyerowitz, L. Rubinstein, L. Segal, 
C.B. Sherman, I. Stolarsky, M. Strygler, Chaya 
Surchin, Marie Syrkin. Out-of-town members are: 
William Braiterman, Baltimore; Dr. Joseph Cooper, 
Newark; Hayim Fineman, Philadelphia; Nelson 
Kirshenbaum, Rochester; Samuel Leve, Philadelphia; 
Manfred Lindauer, Toms River; Dr. Herman Seidel, 
Baltimore; Sid Troy, Toms River; Ralph Wechsler, 
Newark. 





Excerpts from Resolutions 
As Israel Enters the Second Decade 


The 31st National Convention of the Labor Zion. 
ist Organization of America-Poale Zion, from its 
opening session on Thursday evening, May 29, 1958, 
sends its enthusiastic greeting to the people and 
the Government of Israel on the occasion of Israel's 
tenth anniversary of independent statehood. 

.. » For us in the Labor Zionist Organization of 
America, pioneers in the struggle for Israel’s re. 
demption, this celebration is an occasion for special 
rejoicing, for it marks the fulfillment of the high 
hopes, and the vindication of the deep convictions, 
that have inspired our being and our work for more 
than fifty years. We take pride in the privilege 
that has been ours to be partners with Israel’s Labor 
Movement, the Mapai and Histadrut, in the building 
of her commonwealth of cooperation, human dig. 
nity and individual liberty. 


*b ob + 


To attain stability and peace in the Near East, 
we urge our Government: 

(1) to provide Israel and all other peace-loving 
nations with firm guarantees against ag- 
gression; 
to expand economic aid to Israel and to 
all other democratic countries and to help 
strengthen democratic institutions; 
to withhold the shipment of arms from 
those who threaten the security of their 
neighbors; 
to reject all pressures for appeasement at 
the expense of Israel or any other demo- 
cratic nation; 
to guarantee existing frontiers against 
change by force; 
to refuse to acquiesce in any illegitimate 
acts of boycott, blockade or denial of just 
rights against Israel, and to reject the in- 
tolerable discrimination which the Arab 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 
(6) 


states are practising against American Jews [ 


and American firms dealing with Israel; 


(7) 
United States will not surrender its demo- 
cratic principles to mollify those who have 


sive Communist penetration. 
+ % % 
We salute Marat on the role it has played in the 
remarkable achievements of Israel’s first decade and, 


sharing with it a common vision of Israel’s national f 


to make it abundantly clear that the} 
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ind social destiny, we wish for it further growth 
in strength and in influence as it continues to lead 
the State towards the development of the Cooperative 
Commonwealth. 

We especially commend the leadership of Mapat 
for the bold and significant steps it proposed at 
the Party’s recent Convention for improving its 
own internal democratic procedures and for re- 
yamping the structure of Israel’s labor economy. By 
ts uncompromising honesty and courageous analysis 
aimed at bringing the policies of Mapai into greater 
harmony with the changing needs of the State, it 
again demonstrated its responsibility and fitness 
as the governing party of Israel. 


The Jews in The Soviet Union 


Khrushchev’s latest statements, declaring the Jews 
to be incapable of collective building and question- 
ing the existence of an original Jewish culture, are 
one more reminder that millions of Jews are forced 
to live as captive outcasts in the Soviet Union—not 
allowed to carry on as Jews and not permitted to 
emigrate. The Kremlin dictators are continuing 
to play the old anti-Semitic game of first creating 
unbearable conditions for the Jews, and then blam- 
ing the victims for the catastrophic consequences 
of these conditions. Fortunately, not even the Com- 
munist oppressors have been able to extinguish 
from the hearts and souls of the Soviet Jews the 
spirit of kinship and hope that ties them to the 
Jewish people in general, and the Jews of the State 
of Israel in particular. 

Denied access to Jewish education, bereft of the 
last vestiges of communal organization, deprived 
of all means of cultural expression, isolated from any 
contact with Jews in other lands, the Soviet Jews 
have, nevertheless, time and again demonstrated their 
loyalty to the Jewish heritage and their desire to 
share in the building of a creative Jewish future. 
Since they are not permitted to live in accordance 
with their traditions and aspirations, we demand that 
they be granted the elementary right to leave the 
Soviet Union and settle in Israel. 

We salute the Jews of the Soviet Union and of 
the other countries behind the Iron Curtain. They 
are proving themselves worthy descendants of count- 
less generations of Jewish martyrs and heroes. They 
are forever in. our hearts, and we hopefully look 
forward to the time when they will be united with 
us in efforts to rejuvenate national Jewish life in a 
world of freedom, international peace and human 
cooperation. 


Aliya and the Mobilization of 


a Thousand Families 


Tn the program of Labor Zionism, Hagshama Atz- 
mit—self-realization through Aliya and direct per- 
sonal participation in the building of Israel, has al- 
ways been a cardinal principle. In personal Aliya, 
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ind, 









| ‘specially from the free countries, we see not only 


the honoring of one’s Zionist commitment, but 
Primarily the means of greatest self-fulfillment as 
a Jew and as a Socialist Zionist. 
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In this, Israel’s 10th anniversary year and as 
the State must face the enormous tasks that will 
confront it in its second decade, the 31st National 
Convention of LZOA-Poale Zion solemnly proclaims 
the launching of a serious effort for the purpose of 
seeking out and enabling at least one thousand Amer- 
ican Jewish families to go on Aliya to Israel in the 
near future. 

We call upon all parts of the Labor Zionist Move- 
ment and upon other Jewish groups in America 
who are dedicated to the growth of Israel to join 
us in this undertaking and to help blaze a trail 
for an eventually larger Aliya from this country. 


Against Arab Boycott and Discrimination 


. . . We call upon our Government to declare 
its repugnance to the Arab boycott, to repudiate 
forthwith all discriminations against American citi- 
zens, and to refuse to be a party thereto in the 
administration of any treaties or in any other way. 


Greeting to Ichud Olami 
The 31st National Convention of LZOA-Poale 


Zion sends its most cordial greeting to Ichud Olami 
and to all our sister-organizations in many lands 
who, together with us, are affiliated with the World 
Union of Labor Zionist Organizations. 

The 10th anniversary year of Medinat Israel 
marks also the 50th anniversary of the establishment 
of Ichud Olami. In the forty years preceding the 
establishment of the State, and in the decade of its 
existence, Ichud Olami and its constituents through- 
out the world have been enormously instrumental 
in mobilizing the Jewish masses for the Zionist 
cause, for the support of all constructive endeavors 
in the building of the State and in fortifying its 
security, the organization of Chalutzic forces and 
Aliya in general, and the enhancement of Jewish 
communal life and its cultural and spiritual expres- 
sion in the Diaspora. 


Greeting to Histadrut 


The 31st National Convention of LZOA-Poale 
Zion extends its warmest fraternal greetings to His- 
tadrut, the solid foundation and constructive bul- 
wark of Israel’s social and economic life. 

We are confident that Histadrut’s contribution 
will be ever greater in the years ahead, as it con- 
tinues to elevate the dignity and the standards of 
living of Israel’s laboring men and women in agri- 
culture, industry, services and the professions, and 
as it continues to perform its state-building function. 


Appreciation to AFL-CIO 


The 31st National Convention of LZOA-Poale 
Zion expresses its special appreciation to the AFL- 
CIO, America’s united labor movement, for the 
understanding, sympathy and cooperation it has 
consistently demonstrated in securing and building 
the State of Israel. 

Flowing from American Labor’s deep commit- 
ment to the advancement of freedom and democ- 
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racy throughout the world, the AFL-CIO, through 
its moral and material support, has always been a 
pillar of strength in the struggle of the Jewish people 
for the achievement of its national independence 
and in the efforts of organized labor in Israel, rep- 
resented by the Histadrut, to build there a society 
dedicated to the welfare of all who toil by brain 
and brawn. 

We salute President George Meany, the other 
officers of the AFL-CIO, the heads of all Interna- 
tional Unions and the great family of organized 
labor in the United States, whose devotion to labor 
solidarity and international cooperation provides 
hope and encouragement to oppressed and under- 
privileged peoples everywhere and best symbolizes 
the significance of the free labor movement in the 
world-wide struggle against enslavement by to- 
talitarian Communism. 


Social Action 


Social action on the general American scene is 
a basic obligation of Labor Zionism. Congenial 
with our views in this area are such groups as ADA, 
the political actions committees of the AFL-CIO, 
the Liberal Party in the State of New York, and 
the various organizations which are active in social 
action and the promotion of progressive legislation 
on national and local levels. Cooperative relation- 
ships shall also be maintained with the NAACP 
and agencies engaged in the fight for civil rights 
and against discrimination. The Central Commit- 
tee is requested to send out specific directives in- 
volving our branches in social action. 


Civil Rights 


The bombings of synagogues and Jewish com- 
munity-centers in the South are a striking demons- 
tration of the fact that civil rights and constitu- 
tional principles are indivisible. They are either 
enjoyed by all citizens regardless of race, color, creed 
or national origin, or in time denied to everybody. 
Lawlessness breeds lawlessness; and mob _ violence 
cannot be tolerated in one area without exposing 
society as a whole to the breakdown of legal processes. 


The fight for desegregation is more than merely 
a fight to uphold the decisions of the Supreme Court 
of the United States; it is a struggle for the con- 
science of America and the dignity of man. The 
United States will not measure up to its moral re- 
sponsibilities as the leader of the free world in these 
days of an awakening Asia and Africa rising against 
colonialism before it erases from its own record the 
blot of racial discrimination and religious bigotry. 
We hail the enlightened elements in the South who, 
under the most adverse conditions, carry forward the 
torch of human equality. We pledge the Labor 
Zionist Movement to give them all possible support. 

We are gratified that the national Jewish organi- 
zations have, despite overwhelming pressure, en- 
listed themselves in the cause of desegregation and 
are fighting to extend civil rights to all parts of 
the American population. We are especially proud 
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of the Jewish individuals, groups and Institutions 
in the South who have not submitted to threats anj 
intimidation and, loyal to the Jewish tradition af 
dedication to social justice, stand fast in the struggle 
for equal treatment under the law for men of 4j 
races and faiths. 


Jewish Social Services, 
Community Centers, etc. 





The Jewish agencies and institutions serving the| 
communal, recreational, family and health interes; 
of American Jews have for generations, in addition 
to performing their functions in the field of welfare 
fulfilled the historic task of consolidating the Jewis; 
community structure and_ strengthening Jewish 
group life in this country. This historic task js 
the only raison d’etre for the continued claim on 
the Jewish community on the part of a number 
of social services whose original purposes hay: 
changed and no longer offer a basis for existence, 

We reject the thesis that the Jewish community 
has to maintain special institutions in areas which 
are not rooted in specific Jewish needs or which ar 
covered by governmental welfare activities merely 
to channel the Jewish contribution to the generd 
welfare of the country. We are proud of the fact 
that, as citizens of the United States, Jews assum: 
more than their proportionate share of respons: 
bility in all cause serving the American people. A 
Jewish institution devoid of Jewish content is 1 
contradiction in terms and self-defeating. A Jewish 
hospital must, of course, be open to non-Jewish! 
patients and staff, but it should be conducted asa) 
Jewish institution. A Jewish community-center| 
fails in its obligations if its programs do not tend to| 
deepen the interest of the Jewish youth its serves| 
in Jewish spiritual and cultural values. A Jewish! 
welfare-agency is duty bound to serve not only| 
the individual needs of its clients, but the collective 
needs of the Jewish community as well. 

The Convention calls upon all members and 
branches of the Labor Zionist Movement to in-| 
tensify their participation in the Jewish social and| 
communal agencies in accordance with the principles 
enunciated in this resolution. 





The American Jewish Congress 


As an affiliate and one of the founders of the 
American Jewish Congress, the LZOA-Poale Zion 
regards with misgiving the growing tendency 
the part of the Congress to veer away from the main 
objectives it had set for itself at the time it wa 
formed. Neglecting the specifically Jewish tasks 
for the performance of which it came into being, 
the Congress is increasingly branching out into 
activities which, while important in themselves, cat 
more effectively be carried out by general civi 
agencies. 

Dedicated to the national rejuvenation of the 
Jewish people, the founders of the Congress saw i 
it an instrument to preserve and enrich the Jewish 
spiritual heritage, to further the democratization 
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of Jewish community life, to safeguard the rights of 
Jews everywhere, to participate in the building of 
Fretz Yisrael, and to enhance the contribution of 
American Jewry to the social and cultural progress 
of the United States. Instead of devoting itself to 
the achievement of these goals, the Congress has 
in recent years pursued a course which threatens 
to make its very existence superfluous. 

The Labor Zionist Movement has from its in- 
ception been directly involved in the struggle for 
civil rights and against race or religious inequality. 
As a socially oriented movement, it has for more 
than half a century cooperated with Jewish and 
non-Jewish liberal and labor groups in efforts to 
stem the tides of reaction and advance the cause 
of social justice. The 31st National Convention 
commits the LZOA to an intensified continuation 
of this cooperation, but it also finds it necessary to 
point out that no organization is entitled to an in- 
dependent life as a Jewish body unless it makes the 
strengthening of creative Jewish group existence 
in this country the main purpose of its activity. To 
maintain a separate Jewish organization merely in 
order to carry out a general American program is to 
ghettoize our obligations as citizens of the United 
States. 

In line with the policies it has been following for 
a number of years, the Congress has reduced its 
constitutional relationships with affiliated national 
organizations to a meaningless formality. This Con- 
vention instructs the Central Committee to reex- 
amine our relationship with the Congress with a view 
to correcting this abnormal situation. 

The 31st National Convention congratulates Rabbi 
Joachim Prinz on his election as President of the 
Congress. The Convention is confident that he will 
lead the organization to a return to its original aims, 
thus enabling the Labor Zionist Movement to re- 
occupy the place in the work of the Congress it 
formerly held. 


Greetings to the Convention 


From Israel 


PRESIDENT ITzcHAK BEN Zvi: Israel’s Tenth 
Anniversary affords opportunity of presenting to 
the Jewish people and the whole world a balance 
sheet of past achievements and future challenges. 
The Labor Zionist Movement has pioneered the 
physical, social and political development of the 
Jewish State and it has achieved a proud record. 
May your Convention prepare you for even greater 
contributions to Israel’s future progress. 


Gotpa Mem, Minister of Fareign Affairs: Please 
Convey my best wishes to the delegates of your 31st 
National Convention. Your cooperation has been 
a significant factor in the achievements of our first 
decade, and I am confident that your Convention 
will resolve upon increasing even further the share 
4 ‘—_ Labor Zionists in the rebuilding of 

rael, 


Levi EsHKOL, Minister of Finances: ... May it be 
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granted that your Convention serve as a turning 
point in the strengthening of our Movement, the 
deepening of its values and the organization of the 
masses of American Jews, the strengthening of the 
desire on the part of the American Jewish youth 
for Aliya, for pioneering and for the consolidation 
of the Zionist Movement, and the strengthening of 
the unity and the efforts of American Jewry on 
behalf of Israel and the Jewish people... . 

Morpecal Namir, Minister of Labor: The achieve- 
ments of Israel in immigration, reconstruction, ed- 
ucation and security during the first ten years of 
its existence are the fruit of the great effort of the 
Jews living in Israel and throughout the world who 
under the guidance and leadership of the Labor 
Zionist Movement and its sympathizers brought 
about the creation of Israel and fostered its growth. 
The Poale Zion must strengthen the mutual bonds 
of spiritual brotherhood and the unity of Jewish 
people with Israel. 

Pincuas Sapir, Minister of Commerce: ...1 am 
confident that your deliberations will be fruitful 
and that you will find the means of transmitting the 
spirit of Labor Zionism and chalutziut among the 
youth of America and to strengthen the living bond 
between the Jews of America and the Jews of Israel. 


From Members of Jewish Agency 


ZALMAN SHAZAR, Acting Chairman, Jewish 
Agency, Jerusalem: May it be granted that this time 
we shall truly succeed. Your brother in demands 
and in hope. 

Rose L. Hawrrin, Acting Chairman, Jewish 
Agency, New York: ...1 know that on the occasion 
of Israel’s Tenth Anniversary you will review with 
pride the contributions of the Labor Zionist Move- 
ment as a vital factor in the upbuilding of the Jewish 
National Home and in the support of the free in- 
stitutions of the State of Israel. 

ELryaHu Doskin: ... May your hands be 
strengthened and may you achieve, because you 
can do much.... 

Peretz NApHTAL!: I wish to send you hereby 
my warmest greeting on the occasion of your con- 
ference and most sincere wishes for success and 
fulfillment of your efforts to strengthen links be- 
twen Jewish youth in the Diaspora and Israel. 


Dov JoserpH: You have given devoted and un- 
faltering support to Israel’s accomplishment and 
progress through her first decade, and I am confident, 
with the steadfast loyalty and concerted efforts 
of all friends of Israel, the next ten years will witness 
an even more glorious chapter in Israel’s develop- 
ment.... 


Ase HarMan: ... I do not share the mood of 
pessimism regarding the future of the Labor Zionist 
idea which seems to have caught hold in certain 
quarters. This idea is as valid today as when it was 
first projected. Just as the State of Israel could not 
have been brought into existence without the cre- 
ation of a Jewish working class, capable of under- 
taking pioneering functions in agriculture, industry 
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and communications, so it is clear that it will be im- 
possible for Israel to absorb Jewish immigration 
unless it succeeds in transforming the major part 
of the immigrants into a constructive working 
population... . 


From American Political Figures 


Paut H. Dovuctas, U.S. Senator from Illinois: 
Labor Zionists can be very proud indeed of the help 
and encouragement which they have always given 
to Israel and its Labor Movement. I join with you 
in hailing this great anniversary of a courageous 
nation which is a bulwark of freedom and democ- 
racy in this troubled world. 


AVERELL HarriMaNn, Governor of the State of 
New York: ...I send cordial greetings to you and 
to all of those assembled in Chicago for the 31st 
National Convention of your Labor Zionist Organi- 
zation of America. On my visit to Israel a few 
years ago, I saw with my own eyes what Histadrut 
is doing to build up Israel economically and in all 
other respects. The influence of Histadrut is not 
confined to Israel, however. It extends beyond its 
borders. Trade-unionists in Africa and Asia are 
now looking to Histadrut for keys to help solve prob- 
lems in their own lands, and Histadrut is responding 
in the best international labor tradition. ... 


Husert H. Humpnrey, U.S. Senator from Min- 
nesota: We in America can be proud of the role 
our country has played in Israel’s development. But 
there is more that we must do. We must con- 
tinue to provide aid and assistance to help Israel 
develop her economy and extend her trade. We 
must resist diplomatic maneuvers to undermine Is- 
rael’s hard-won stability. We should make our 
aims in the Middle East so clear that everyone will 
understand that an Arab-Israel peace is a primary 
objective of United States policy. .. . 


Estes Kerauver, U.S. Senator from Tennessee: 
. . . In this significant year of Israel’s progress and 
history I congratulate you on your contribution 
to that progress and that history. One of the most 
remarkable facts of our time is the progress that 
Israel has made in ten years of existence under the 
most adverse circumstances. . .. The unity of its 
people, despite widely diverse backgrounds, has been 
the contributing factor to the amazing growth 
of this democratic little nation. 


JoHN F. Kennepy, U.S. Senator from Massa- 
chusetts: . .. The inspiring story of the 10 years 
of Israel’s existence would not have been possible 
without the dedicated work of organizations like 
the Histadrut. Their work in behalf of the social 
and economic welfare of all Israeli citizens speaks 
well for the future of that vital democracy. I con- 
gratulate also the Labor Zionist Organization of 
America for its dedication to the principles of liberty 
and economic justice... . 


Wayne Morse, U.S. Senator from the State of 
Oregon: I am delighted to join in saluting the Labor 
Zionist Organization at its 31st National Con- 
vention and the role of the Histadrut in the growth 
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of the State of Israel. Those of us who have follows 
with great interest the history and progress of Isr 
in these trying years and its early nationhood, knoy 
how significant the Histadrut has been in this history 
As is true everywhere a strong democratic laby 
movement has been a basic ingredient in a strong, 
democratic nation. .. . 


From Labor Leaders 


James B. Carey, President, International Unio, 
of Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers AFL-Clo0: 
Your organization deserves the warmest tribute from 
those of us who today value Israel as a priceles 
bastion of democracy, peace and progress in th 
Middle East because full credit can never be given 
to the Labor Zionists here and in other countries 
for their vast contributions both to the creation 
of the Israeli Republic and its survival... . 

Jacos S. Pororsky, General President, Amalgo. 
mated Clothing Workers of America: The Labor 
Zionist Organization of America is to be especially 
congratulated since this marks the Tenth Anzi- 
versary of the State of Israel, to which your splendid 
organization has made a tremendous contribution 
both before and during its establishment. Labor, 
both American and Israeli, has made its contribution 
to this new democratic nation in the Middle East. ... 

AEX Rose, President, United Hatters, Cap and 
Millinery Workers International Union: . . . Person- 
ally’ and on behalf of our International Union | 
extend fraternal greetings to the delegates assembled 
at your 31st National Convention. The achieve 
ments of the State of Israel during the first decade 
of its existence must be a source of pride to you 
who pioneered in helping create the State, as it is 
an inspiration to countless millions of people all 
over the world who know that Israel is not only 
a haven of refuge for the persecuted Jewish people, 
but also a powerful force for industrial democracy 
and peace in the Middle East. 


From Zionist Groups 


IcHup Oxami, Itzhak Harcavi, Secretary: Yout 
conference is a milestone in activities of identification 
with Israel and in the struggle for consolidation in 


all spheres. Greetings, best wishes for every succes | 


in your task of strengthening immigration, political 
work and education. ... 


Maral, Giora Josephthal, National Secretary: Ma-| 
pai sends cordial greetings to movement in America. 


May your conference this 10th anniversary State of 


Israel strengthen mutual links of further construc: | 





tive upbuilding, immigration, Jewish education, and! 


full identification with Labor Israel. 

AMERICAN ZIONIST COMMITTEE FOR PuBLIC AF- 
FAIRS, Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Chairman: ... Zion- 
ism has been our standard, the flag that has led ws 
with honor through opposition and obstacles to the 
realization of our goal. And Labor Zionists may 


take great pride that the restored Israel, by honoring | 


the dignity of labor, has proved a shining example 
to the peoples of Asia and Africa, a demonstration 
of freedom at work... . 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST CounciL, Rabbi Irving Miller, 
Chairman: ... Yours has been a Zionist movement 
that has contributed unstinted devotion to the crea- 
tion and development of the State of Israel. It has 
through example of leadership and devotion of 
membership, contributed no less to the advancement 
of our movement in the United States as, indeed, 
to all Jewish causes. It has no less had an impact 
on the American people for the good and welfare 
of our own country that does not go unnoted by 
hosts of people throughout the land... . 


ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, Dr. Emanuel 
Neumann, President: ... Events on the world scene 
in this tenth anniversary year of Israel’s inde- 
pendence have again demonstrated urgent necessity 
for a strongly organized, vigorous Zionist movement. 
Challenging tasks of ensuring Israel’s security and 
territorial integrity and maintaining unity among 
Jewish people must be undertaken by all dedicated 
Zionists. Let us meet them in full awareness of 
our joint purposes and in spirit of comradeship. 


HapassaH, Dr. Miriam Freund, National Presi- 
dent: I am happy to send, on behalf of the National 
Board of Hadassah, our warm greeting to the dele- 
gates and guests of the Labor Zionist Organization 
of America on the occasion of its 31st National 
Convention. As Zionists, we all rejoice in the re- 
markable growth and progress Israel has made during 
this first decade. The story of modern Israel is one 
of the great triumphs of the human spirit in an era of 
inhumanity. In this dramatic story, the Zionist 
movement has played an important part, and will 
continue to do so in the future. ... 


Unitep Lasor Zionist Party, P. L. Goldman, 
National Secretary: . ..1 am convinced that your 
Convention will . . . give expression to the feeling 
of deep gratification at the fact that in the State 
of Israel a labor coalition constitutes the Govern- 
ment, and that in the work of the Histadrut in- 
terparty cooperation assumes increasing importance... 


JEwisH NATIONAL Funp, Dr. Harris J. Levine, 
President: There is a close affinity between the 
Labor Zionists and the JNF. Your movement has 
been outstanding in its service to Israel, and from 
the very inception the Labor Zionist Movement has 
actively participated in the work of the JNF. 


Lasor ZIONIst MOVEMENT OF CaNnapa, Isidore 
Bobrove, Chairman, and Jacob Rabinovitch, Execu- 
tive Secretary: We send our sincere good wishes for 
the success of your National Convention. May 
your deliberation result in strengthening the cause 
of Labor Zionism. 


PoaLe ZION BRANCH, VINELAND, N. J., A. Cohen, 
Secretary: Congratulations on 31st Convention. 
Wishing you much progress. 


RELiclous Zionists OF CHIcAco, Mrs. Herzel 
Rosenson, President; Rabbi Irving L. Goldman, 
Director: We greet delegates to Labor Zionists con- 
vention and extend best wishes for a successful 
convention. 


New ENcLANp IsraEL HISTADRUT CAMPAIGN, 
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Abe Hamlin, Irving Kessler: ... May you meet 


challenge this critical hour. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, HIsTADRUT FARBAND 
Division, S. Bonchek, Chairman; Philip Brandt, 
Vice-Chairman: May your resolutions aid in 
strengthening Labor Zionism in America and 
strengthen the pioneers in the upbuilding of Israel 
and Histadrut. 


FARBAND CLuB, ISRAEL, Berman 
wishes for successful Convention. 


Ritov: Best 


From Jewish Communal and 
Cultural Organizations 


STATE OF IsRAEL Bonps, Dr. Joseph J. Schwartz, 
Vice-President: . . . The cooperation of the Labor 
Zionist Organization of America in the Israel Bond 
drive has been a source of strength and encourage- 
ment at all times. Your officers and members have 
worked with dedication and devotion to help us 
achieve our goal of fortifying Israel’s economy and 
thus assuring its security. I know that you can be 
counted on to continue your support of’ the efforts 
that must still be made in Israel’s behalf in the 
months and years that lie ahead... .. 


UnirTep JewisH Appeal, Rabbi Herbert A. Fried- 
man, Executive Vice-Chairman: Over the years the 
Poale Zion Movement has provided vigorous leader- 
ship and generous support to the United Jewish Ap- 
peal. It has helped immeasurably to broaden and 
deepen mass support for the UJA, and it has shown 
that UJA is a paramount activity of Labor Zionism. 
It is noteworthy that while all of us pause to re- 
joice at Israel’s tenth freedom anniversary, we are 
deeply aware that her people are at a most dangerous 
turning-point in their history, and that consequently 
the problems of the United Jewish Appeal, as well 
as of the Poale Zion, continue to be of the first mag- 
nitude. 


Concress FOR JEWIsH CuLtureE, H. Levick, 
Chairman, Executive; Jacob Pratt, Chairman, Ad- 
ministrative Committee; H. Bass, Executive Secre- 
tary, L. Spiezman, Director of Press and Information: 
The Labor Zionist Movement has established an 
historic record in pioneering the modern Jewish 
school system, and in arousing the interest of the 
broad masses of American Jews in Jewish education, 
in the area of developing the Yiddish press and liter- 
ature. ... While celebrating ten years of the State 
of Israel, we must also continue our common efforts 
to strengthen creative Jewish life in the Diaspora.... 


AMERICAN JEWISH Concress, Dr. Joachim Prinz, 
President: I desire, in behalf of the American Jewish 
Congress, to extend fraternal greetings to the dele- 
gates at the Convention and to express our best 
wishes for their fruitful deliberations. The Labor 
Zionist Movement has a magnificent record of 
accomplishment in the building of Israel and on this 
Tenth Anniversary of the State it may look back 
with justifiable pride to its decisive role in the pioneer- 
ing and development of the land. We trust that its 
contributions in the second decade of Israel’s exist- 
ence will be equally significant and enduring. ... 
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